May 2020

Brethren,
Looks like some changes are coming our way with the
given circumstances. Please continue taking care of
yourselves.
As of now, according to the latest Grand Master’s
Proclamation, we will be able to have our stated meeting
on Monday, June 15,2020 at 7pm. As of now, there will
only be a meeting with no meal. Things are always
changing. As soon as an update comes in, it will be
disseminated accordingly.
Your line officers have been getting together when we
can to discuss proactive topics of discussion. I wanted to
be transparent and fill you in with what has been
discussed.
1) Scholarships have been paused until social
distancing is lifted. There will be a retroactive
award to the students.
2) The fish fry will be delayed until social
distancing regulations are updated. Your line
officers are currently looking into other avenues.
It has also been brought up that a lot of us
simply pay for our tickets anyway. I encourage
those people who can continue the same spirit to

pay for your tickets. I know times are restricted
now on many levels. For those who can give
their donations, please drop off your donation
into the mail slot at the lodge or mail them.
Again, we appreciate your help and giving.
3) Elections are coming up and plans are being
made. As of now things are looking good for
June 2020.
4) Masonic Moments- If you would like to
participate in a Zoom meeting to give a
“Masonic Moment”. Please let me know. Please
use due diligence discussing esoteric work and
be mindful of what is being shared. I would like
to set something up for Saturday mornings at
around 10am. Once I am contacted, I will send
the invitation through email.
As stated earlier, once new information comes out,
we will pass it out as soon as we get it. Please stay
safe and healthy.

Ovidio Flores
Master

A Psalm of Life
By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Tell me not, in mournful numbers,
Life is but an empty dream!—
For the soul is dead that slumbers,
And things are not what they seem.

Life is real! Life is earnest!
And the grave is not its goal;
Dust thou art, to dust returnest,
Was not spoken of the soul.
Not enjoyment, and not sorrow,
Is our destined end or way;
But to act, that each to-morrow
Find us farther than to-day.
Art is long, and Time is fleeting,
And our hearts, though stout and brave,
Still, like muffled drums, are beating
Funeral marches to the grave.
In the world's broad field of battle,
In the bivouac of Life,
Be not like dumb, driven cattle!
Be a hero in the strife!
Trust no Future, howe'er pleasant!
Let the dead Past bury its dead!
Act,—act in the living Present!
Heart within, and God o'erhead!
Lives of great men all remind us
We can make our lives sublime,
And, departing, leave behind us
Footprints on the sands of time;
Footprints, that perhaps another,
Sailing o'er life's solemn main,
A forlorn and shipwrecked brother,
Seeing, shall take heart again.
Let us, then, be up and doing,
With a heart for any fate;
Still achieving, still pursuing,
Learn to labor and to wait.
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Brethren, I have 24 dues cards remaining in
my office and June 23rd is fast approaching. Please
return your 2020 dues as soon as you can so we
can wrap it up. Grand Lodge has indicated that they
do not intend to change the June 23, 2020 date for
Suspension due to Non-Payment of Dues which is
established by our Constitutional Law. Do not wait.
One thing that is true with this “Pandemic”, is that
the 2020-2021 Masonic Year is fast approaching.
Hopefully, we will be able to get together for our
annual “Honor the Past Master’s Night”
scheduled for Monday, June 1st, 2020 as well as
the June 15th Stated Meeting for elections.
Currently our 2020-2021 Installation is scheduled
for Saturday, June 27th, 2020.
Also, of note I have not heard of any of our
Brethren or family members who have
contracted the Covid-19 virus. That is excellent.
Keep doing what you are doing, and we will be
back together sooner than later. At least within 6
feet or so of each other.
On a sad note Brother Maurice Roderick
“Reece” Rose ascended to that Celestial Lodge
above on Saturday, April 11, 2020. Brother Rose
was 89 years of age and a Master Mason for over 56
Years. Catherine and the family have been told to
let us know if they need anything. No service plans
will be made until after the pandemic.

Items I wanted to inform you of about for May
2020:
We are continuing to follow Grand Master
Paul Underwood’s March 21st Proclamation
cancelling all Stated and Called Meetings
throughout the state until further notice…
Issued March 27, 2020, by Grand Master
Paul Underwood: GM Decision No. 1:
QUESTION: Does the Grand Master have
authority to indefinitely suspend stated and called
meetings of the Lodge?
ANSWER: Yes, if a local, state, national or
world crisis exists that would warrant such action.
This would include pandemics or other crises that
result in national, state and/or local orders directing
or requiring such suspension of such meetings.
Although, at present, there is no specific authority
in our Grand Lodge law authorizing such action,
nevertheless, the Grand Master has the power and
duty to superintend and direct Masonic activities
and to ensure compliance with all national, state or
local orders directly pertaining to the operations of
the Craft.
Issued April 15, 2020, by Grand Master Paul
Underwood: GM Decision No. 2:
QUESTION: May the esoteric work of
Masonry be studied by telephone between two
brothers known to each other?
ANSWER: Yes. The two brothers must
know each other as Masons and must assure each
other, as far as practical, that the telephonic
“voice-only” conversation is secure and is between
those two brothers only. No other electronic or
digital video or audio platform, service or device is
permitted.

In accordance with the directive noted
above, on March 23rd, 2020 our Worshipful
Master Ovidio Flores officially declared Kendall
Lodge No. 897 DARK until further notice.
As stated last month, Kendall Lodge sent
postcards to our widows who live within a
reasonable driving distance to let them know to
contact the Worshipful Master or Wardens if
they have needs that they cannot handle.
We also sent electronic messages to every
Kendall Lodge Brother with an email address on
record noting that if they needed help they
should contact the Worshipful Master or
Wardens. We included the same message in the
Trestleboard.
ALSO, OF INTEREST:

On April 18, 2020 Worthy Grand Matron
Linda Winn-Christenson confirmed her March
13th, 2020 correspondence which ordered all
Chapters to suspend all Chapter and Social
meetings until further notice.

Alzafar Shrine’s Stated Meeting
on April 9 was cancelled, and we await a decision
on our May 14th Stated Meeting.
The M. C. Holman Masters, Wardens, and
Secretaries Association of the 51st Masonic
District is suspended in accordance with the
Grand Master’s Proclamation until further
notice. The March 25th and April 22nd Stated
Meetings were cancelled. Stay tuned for
information on our May 27th meeting. President
Fred Ayers will let us know.
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Brethren…. Be safe out there. Keep yourself and
your loved ones safe and touch base with our
senior brethren when you can. Let us know of
any needs.

Gary L. Bausell
Secretary

Building Preservation Donations
Donor

In Memory/Honor of

Billy Lemmons Jr.

Bro Billy Lemmons Sr

Ma Bi thda

Raise I Ma
Brother

Brother

Years Ago

Date

Philip W. Archilla

7

Alfred C. Gray

5/4

Bradley D. Pecor

9

Lennox W. Stewart

5/11

Cary L. Clark

9

Jim R. Schmitz

5/12

Aaron E. Basham

10

Philip W. Archilla

5/13

Robert D. Easterling

12

Abb L. Kestler Jr.

5/16

Carl G. Praesel

12

Charles W. Lloyd Jr.

5/21

Clarence M. Smith

14

Lon J. Jett III

5/23

Scott A. Hardin

14

Parker W. Archilla

5/26

Herman H. Haas Jr.

18

Eddie E. Sill Jr.

5/26

William R. Martin Jr.

21

Gabriel H. Garner

5/27

Hank C. Kohl

25

Thomas L. Cottle

5/31

William L. Webb

31

Jeffrey A. Sill

35

Richard B. Daniel

35

Paul M. Holekamp

42

Cecil L. Noah

44

David L. D'Spain

45

Jackie D. Elliff

50

Don M. Edmondson

56

Garth W. Gombert

68

Ralph C. Lawless

68
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Address Service Requested
KENDALL MASONIC LODGE No. 897
897 E. Blanco Road
Boerne, Texas 78006

Please Note:
If you are receiving this newsle er by US Mail and have email, please send your
email address to Secretary@KendallLodge897.org. Each printed Trestleboard
costs your lodge more than $1.50 to produce and mail; the only cost for email is
me. If we have your email, you will also receive weekly schedule/informa on
updates.
Kendall Masonic Lodge #897 A.F. & A.M.
(Please remember the Building Preservation Fund)

