January 2020

Other things coming up soon is our
Sweetheart Luncheon with a projected date of
Saturday, 02/15/2020 and our Fish Fry coming up in
April!!
We have a lot going on and I hope to see
you all there! Come engage in fellowship, meet
new brothers, catch up with old brothers, and see
what we are doing!! I wish everyone a blessed
holiday season. Please have safe travels.
What an incredible year this has been.
Where did the me go? 2020 is right around the
corner. Within a few more blinks, it’s going to be
here. I wanted to thank everybody who have given
so much for the success of 2019. Success comes
ups with downs and growth.
The cornerstone ceremony was fantas c.
Please check out the pictures on Facebook when
you can. Awhile back, I men oned Brother William
Holt wanted to give an educa onal program about
funeral arrangements, what to expect as well as
what to look for. Brother William Holt will be
conduc ng his educa on night on Monday,
01/27/2020 at 6pm at Holt and Holt Funeral, 319 E.
San Antonio Ave, Boerne, TX, 78006. Please bring
your spouse or those who want insight into what to
expect in making passing arrangements.
A erwards we will have dinner at Kendall Masonic
Lodge around 7pm. Thank you, Brother Holt, for
sharing this with us. This will be an educa ve
experience in planning for making peace for
everyone.

Speaking of traveling, I came across this poem
tled, “I See You’ve Traveled Some” by an unknown
author.
I SEE YOU'VE TRAVELED SOME
Wherever you may chance to be
Wherever you may roam,
Far away in foreign lands;
Or just at Home Sweet Home;
It always gives you pleasure,
it makes your heart strings hum
Just to hear the words of cheer,
"I see you've traveled some."
When you get a brother's gree ng,
And he takes you by the hand,
It thrills you with a feeling
that you cannot understand,
You feel that bond of brotherhood
that e that's sure to come
When you hear him say in a friendly way
"I see you've traveled some."

And if you are a stranger,
In strange lands all alone
If fate has le you stranded
Dead broke and far from home,
It thrills you-makes you numb,
When he says with a grip of fellowship,
"I see you've traveled some."

And when your ﬁnal summons comes,
To take a last long trip,
Adorned with Lambskins Apron White
and gems of fellowship
The ler at the Golden Gate,
With square and rule and plumb
Will size up your pin and say "Walk In",
"I see you've traveled some."

Ovidio Flores

Master

Brethren from Kendall Lodge pose with the Cornerstone
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The stone the be laid at Boerne City Hall

Re-squaring Ourselves
On September 18, 1793 President George
Washington laid the cornerstone of the U.S.
Capitol. An auspicious moment for the new na on,
as our ﬁrst president set an example for the future
leaders of America to follow. More recently on
December 17, I had the honor of a ending the
cornerstone leveling ceremony of Boerne’s new city
hall. While it was exci ng to meet the numerous
brethren that came from all parts of our state to
a end, more impressive was the outpouring of
support from the non-masonic community. Of the
over 150 plus individuals that a ended, I was most
humbled by the impression that the ceremony le
with community members that had no prior
experience with our fraternity.
The symbolism of the cornerstone is
nothing I need reiterate. From the ﬁrst moment of
ini a on into masonry, the youngest entered
appren ce is made to understand his connec on to
the ﬁrst stone of the building to be laid in the
northeast corner. But with the conclusion of the
holidays and me spent with family and friends,

with many diﬀering opinions shared over the
dinner table, I feel compelled to share a few
thoughts.
Anciently, cornerstone leveling was a
tremendously important ceremony, for if the stone
was true, square and properly aligned to the
heavenly bodies; all subsequent stones placed in
rela on would be as well and the building would
stand against the ages. It stands to reason that
when we spend me with family and friends we
should endeavour to be the cornerstone. To be the
man that others look to and try to emulate, be they
a mason or no.
As I write this on St. John the Evangelist Day
having just passed the Winter Sols ce as well, I am
reminded of this turning point of our year. As the
sun travels no further down the horizon and begins
its treck back up from the la tudes to shine
increasing amounts of light on us. Truly it is a me
of rebirth and renewal as we march ever hopeful
into spring.

Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Texas T.E.
“Gene” Carnes recalls the history of the Cornerstone
Leveling Ceremony

In conclusion, I would encourage all
brothers to use this me of year to make a new
year's resolu on to re-square yourself. No one is
perfect, but as we mix again with the world, be that
cornerstone in your family and community that all
others seek to align themselves with. In so doing,
they may also be as square and virtuous as a
mason.

Travis Grahmann
Senior Steward

Le to Right: R∴W∴ W. M. “Mike” Gower, P∴M∴
Johnathan Cluck, W∴M∴ Ovidio Flores, R∴W∴ T. E.
“Gene” Carnes
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KENDALL MASONIC WIVES CONTINUE TO
SUPPORT
It never fails to amaze me that many of Kendall
Masonic wives always support our ac vi es at the
lodge.
I started realizing the important role that
many of our wives are ready to step up and support
lodge ac vi es last year during the Soldier
Christmas Care Package Program, when Gloria
Eaton stepped up to push our packaging eﬀorts for
about 2,500 soldier care packages. Her hard work
and eﬀorts gave me pause to reﬂect on the behind
the scenes work that we ﬁnd many of the wives
doing that are not ac vely and publicly recognized.

would not have reached the pinnacle of success
without her.
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank Wendy for her hard work, and to thank all
the wives who do such a great job in suppor ng us
in all we do.

Bob Easterling
Past Master

I don’t think any of us take their eﬀorts for
granted, but I think we should do a li le be er job
recognizing their eﬀorts. Such eﬀorts as providing
desserts for our stated mee ngs, helping with the
serving lines and food prepara ons for our
fundraisers, and encouraging all of us in our lodge
a endance and other ac vi es.
This year Mrs. Wendy Hite, stepped up to
play a key role in this year’s Christmas soldier care
eﬀorts. Wendy became ac ve immediately when
she found out the lodge’s intent to provide soldier
and soldier family care eﬀorts for the Christmas
holidays at the wounded warrior family support
center at Ft. Sam Houston. She started contac ng
organiza ons and businesses to ask for support and
dona ons for our project. She organized a public
awareness eﬀort and media support to gain
recogni on and support of our eﬀorts. Wendy
didn’t stop there, she con nued to help with the
procurement and packaging of the bulk of items
that monetary dona ons allowed the lodge to buy
for the soldiers and their families. Needless to say,
Mrs. Wendy Hite went far beyond any expecta ons
of the lodge to help make our project a success.
She deﬁnitely played a key role this year in our
annual soldier Christmas care project, and we
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Well Brethren… Goodbye 2019 and Hello
2020! It’s amazing how fast the years go by
now.
First, Dues card notices were mailed to everyone
around the first week of December. Please return
your 2020 dues as soon as you can so we can wrap
it up. Dues are late after December 31, 2019. This
is Grand Lodge Constitutional Law, not mine.
Note: If you are going to the 2020 Grand
Communication this month you will need your 2020
dues card.
Endowed Member’s, 50+ Year Member’s, and
Life Member’s cards were also mailed, and you
should have them by now.

Now some holdovers from December 2019:
First, Kendall Lodge conferred two Fellowcraft
and one Entered Apprentice Degree during the
last month. We’ll be conferring at least one other
Entered Apprentice Degree during the early part
of January. As I’ve said before, come and be a part
of the degree or just come and support the
candidates who want to be a part of the Greatest
Fraternity in the World!
Second, I hope you came to the Cornerstone
Levelling for the new Boerne City Hall on
December 17th. If not, you missed an opportunity
to witness an ancient Masonic Ceremony which
isn’t done very often these days. Our last levelling
in Boerne was almost ten (10) years ago. At this
one we had between 80 – 90 Masons, City Officials,
County Officials and Guests there including Former
Mayor and Brother Mike Schultz and Current
Boerne Mayor Tim Handren. If you would like to
see pictures of the event and Cornerstone, you can
find them on the Lodge Facebook page.
Here are a few things I wanted to remind you of
from our January 2020 Schedule:
The 184th Grand Communication of the
Grand Lodge of Texas will be held in Waco
opening Thursday, January 16th through Saturday,
January 18th ending with the Installation of the
Grand Officers of Texas for 2020. If you have
never been to a Grand Communication, come with
us to learn about governance in Masonry and meet
Masons from all over Texas.

Monday, January 20th, will be our
January Stated Meeting with Dinner starting at
6:30 PM, Food and Fellowship last until 7:20 PM or
so, and our Stated Meeting starts at 7:30 PM.
Come on and join us! Several of our wives stay in
the Banquet Room during the meeting so bring your
wife and/or other family members and come to the
dinner and meeting.

Remember that the M. C. Holman Masters,
Wardens and Secretaries Association of the 51st
Masonic District resumes its meeting this month at
Rising Star Lodge No. 429 at Center Point, TX
on Wednesday, January 22nd and all Masons and
their families can come and join us. We have a light
meal at 6:30 PM and a short Business Meeting at
7:00 PM.
Brethren and Ladies of Brethren, our new
chairs are in the Lodge Room and look very
good. There are still approximately 20 chairs that
can be purchased and have a nameplate attached for
yourself, in honor of a relative, or in memory of
a loved one. The donation is $125.00 per chair.
Don’t wait until they are all gone.
Brethren… If you see R:.W:. Butch Mize Jr.
this month thank him for doing an excellent job
this year representing M:.W:. Terry Stogner in
the 51st Masonic District. He’s represented us to
Grand Lodge as well.
ALSO, OF INTEREST TO PUT ON YOUR
CALENDAR:

Nobles of Boerne Shrine Club
and families. Our January Stated Meeting will
be on Wednesday, January 15th at the Hungry
Horse Restaurant located at 109 South Saunders
Street in Boerne (behind the Kendall County
Courthouse). We meet at 6:00 PM for Fellowship
and have a short business meeting at 7:00 PM. If
you are a Noble and Lady and don’t currently
belong to the Boerne Shrine Club, then come and
eat dinner with us. You can never tell, you even
might want to join. If you’re a Master Mason who
is interested in the Shrine and our philantrophy, then
come eat with us and we’ll tell you what you have
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to do to join Alzafar Shrine and the Boerne Shrine
Club.
We’re here and we always have something going
on that you can be a part of and make a
difference.

Gary L. Bausell
Secretary

Januar Bi thda

Raise I Januar
Brother

Brother

Years Ago

Roger D. Curry

9

Billy R. Lemmons Jr.

9

Roger W. Hall

12

Lyle B. Schichner Sr.

12

John D. Smith

13

Robert F. Todd

26

Jim R. Schmitz

42

Abb L. Kestler Jr.

51

Jerry C. Jernigan Sr.

56

John W. Angle

57

Building Preservation Donations
Donor

In Memory/Honor of

Billy Lemmons Jr.

Bro Billy Lemmons Sr

David Bruton
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Date

Matt T. Hite

1/2

Jeffrey A. Sill

1/4

Ryan J. Maltsberger

1/5

Zane L. Maltsberger

1/5

Jonathan B. Cluck Jr.

1/6

Jimmie B. Black II

1/12

Wayne H. Gately

1/14

Richard L. Fulk

1/16

Rodney G. Edmondson

1/18

Stephen L. Hill

1/18

Thomas I. Pipes

1/19

Michael L. Whiteside

1/20

Rico A. Snell

1/21

Jerry L. Kelley

1/24

Mac M. Hopkin

1/25

Richard D. Baggs

1/26

Ed J. Mueller

1/28

Darrell W. Dixon

1/30

Maurice R. Rose

1/30

Address Service Requested
KENDALL MASONIC LODGE No. 897
897 E. Blanco Road
Boerne, Texas 78006

Please Note:
If you are receiving this newsle er by US Mail and have email, please send your
email address to Secretary@KendallLodge897.org. Each printed Trestleboard
costs your lodge more than $1.50 to produce and mail; the only cost for email is
me. If we have your email, you will also receive weekly schedule/informa on
updates.
Kendall Masonic Lodge #897 A.F. & A.M.
(Please remember the Building Preservation Fund)

