December 2019

said to come from a Lodge of the Holy Saints John, the
speciﬁc why and how of this connec on is lost in the
sands of metaphorical me, but some connec on infers
a balance to the celes al equinox (from summer to
winter and back again).

Brethren,
I hope everybody had a great Thanksgiving. It is
so hard to believe we are now entering December.
There are so many things coming up there just it doesn’t
seem to be enough me!! My father once told me the
older we get the faster me ﬂies. No kidding!!!
Some of you are aware we have a cornerstone
ceremony coming up on December 17 at the new
Boerne city hall. We will be having prac ce at Kendall
Lodge for this event on December 8th and 15th from
2:00 to 4:00 P.M. All Past Masters and brethren, please
come out, we need your support.
Christmas and the holidays are approaching
fast. With this being said, I came across the following
ar cle by Greg Stewart.
“At its surface, the Christmas holiday has no intrinsic
connec on to the fraternity of Freemasonry. What I
mean by that is no where in the degrees does it link
itself to any par cular holiday in its prac ce, in
par cular the Christmas holiday season.
There are, however, certain celebra ons that have
become a part of the fraternity which are linked to one
of the interes ng symbols that resides at the heart of
the prac ce. Without any speciﬁc reference, Masons are

Through this link, winter is said to be represented by the
Saint John the Evangelist, whose feast day falls on
December 27th. This Holy Saint John has an interes ng
symbolic signiﬁcance, in that, as John the Bap st (who
represents the other Holy Saint John) was the precursor
to the coming Christ, John the Evangelist is said to be the
ﬁrst disciple at the Lake of Genesareth who recognized
the Christ and believe that he had risen. Of the Saint it
is also said that he was the only disciple of Christ to not
to forsake him in the hour of His Passion at the foot of
the cross. John the Evangelist is also called the Apostle
of Charity, which may be in part, his connec on to
Freemasonry in addi on to his unwavering resolve and
purity of his love of the divine.
In crea ng the original construct of the two Johns, the
conclusion that I came to was that they struck a balance
between zeal and knowledge, the Bap st who was the
precursor of the Christ living in his zeal for the coming
Son of God and the Evangelist as the representa on of
knowing that the Christ was the son of God. Only in
piecing the component of knowing did it become clear
to me that it was not about the degree of knowledge
gained, but the degree to which the Evangelist trusted
his intui on, to know what was before him. An
interes ng parallel comes in the book of Ma hew where
this very lesson is communicated to Peter from the Christ
who says in Ma hew 16:15-17“
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I
am?”

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God.”
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for
this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in
heaven.”

This is somewhat out of original context, but illustra ve
of revealed knowledge based on experience, on
learning.
John the Evangelist came to that knowledge by his
experience with the Christ. Another way of looking at
this experience is coming from darkness to light, an
awakening, and if you take it further, the dawning of
awareness. This awareness sits squarely with the idea of
Sol Invictus, or the conquering sun which overcomes its
cap vity of night from the summer sols ce and again
begins to vanquish the night in its ever increasing
minutes of daylight.
Looking at some of the other symbolic connec ons, the
Evangelist is said to relate to the alchemical symbol of
the up pointed triangle which represents ﬁre, where
again we can see a link to light and knowledge. When
we combine the alchemical sign of the Bap st with that
of the Evangelist, we create the star of Solomon, and the
duality of ﬁre and water, further, the duality of light and
dark and summer and winter.
Further work a ributed to John the Evangelist are the
Epistles of John, and the book of Revela on, though his
connec on to them in later centuries has been
conten ous, as much of his life from 2000 years ago is
lost to me. Within the church his feast day is ﬁrst
men oned in the Sacramentary of Pope Adrian I near
772 A.D.
The message of the church, and something each of us
can take away from John the Evangelist is to “Apply
thyself, therefore, to purity of heart, and thou shalt be
like Saint John, a beloved disciple of Jesus, and shalt be
ﬁlled with heavenly wisdom.”
The feast of the Evangelist is li le remembered today,
except within Masonry where it is celebrated by a few
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lodges that s ll prac ce the Table Lodge ritual where
brothers gather together to celebrate it with toasts to
those brothers present and absent. In the past, it was
considered a feast day of high importance for
Freemasonry because of its proximity to the holidays
and the presence of lodge members being close to
home. Because of this, It gave those brothers a fes val
to meet under to punctuate the closing of the year.
Mee ng like this though is something less convenient in
this modern day as most with families travels abroad to
celebrate the holiday.
Because it is celebrated less does not diminish the
importance of the day, nor the symbol itself, as in the
modern ritual we are reminded that we come from the
Holy Saint John’s in Jerusalem, and as such we should
pause and reﬂect on just what that means. John the
Evangelist gives us an important lesson to pursue
knowledge and wake from the darkness and renew our
commitment to the awakening light of the Victorious
Sun. Even taken out the Chris an metaphor, we can
salute with Sol Invictus, as knowledge is re-awakened
from its cold wintry defeat.
Through the lens of symbolism, John the Evangelist gives
us a means to ﬁnd resonance with the holiday of giving
and compassion to the fraternity of brotherly love, relief,
and truth.”

Ovidio Flores

Master

Brethren, I must say it has been an honor for me
to be installed as an oﬃcer this year and take my ﬁrst
step in my journey to the East.
I did not realize the challenge I was in for at
ﬁrst, but soon realized what it means to be an oﬃcer of
the lodge. There are a lot of responsibili es that go
along with wearing a jewel. Se ng up and handling the
Bar-B-Que Fundraiser was something I’ve only had

experience with one me in my life and that was the
Pancake Fundraiser two weeks before. I can’t thank
everyone enough for your help, pa ence and support
while I’ve learned to organize events such as these. I’ve
learned a lot in the last few months and con nue to
learn daily.
For those that don’t know my Masonic history,
I’d like to share it with you. I never had family members
that were part of the fraternity, and didn’t learn about it
un l I was 22 years old, from an older gentleman that I
worked with at the me. He was someone that I
admired and looked up to as a father ﬁgure. I was raised
without a father in my life so you can understand the
rela onship I had with him. I remember him sharing
with me what he could about the Masonic brotherhood,
and I knew that if he was a part of it, then I wanted to
be a part of it also. It took me another 11 years before I
was able to ﬁnally ( mostly due to moving for work )
pe on a lodge and start my Masonic journey. It has
turned out to be one of the best decisions of my life.
I have always and will always be proud to be a
part of the greatest fraternity ever. For the past 30 years
it has helped me to almost always make the right
decisions in every circumstance I have encountered.
There is never any ques on when trying to decide what
to do, I just remember my obliga on, and to always
walk upright before God and man. If you always
remember to do these two things, you can never go
wrong.
With that story being told I would like to see
each and every brother encourage younger family
members to follow in their footsteps in the Masonic
family.
As we con nue through the holidays and into
next year, I look forward to serving the lodge and
brotherhood as much as possible. For me, and I’m sure
a lot of others, one of my favorite ac vi es is
par cipa ng in degrees. Not only does it help us in
memorizing the work. But it brings us new members

and brothers. Of course during an actual degree, we
need to remember that it is a solemn occasion and
should be treated as such, for the candidate as well as
ourselves.
We tend to make it fun when we prac ce, and
there is nothing wrong with that. It gives us a chance to
share a laugh or two and enjoy each other’s company.
Here’s wishing each and everyone a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.
Your friend and brother,

A.K. (Bubba) Peel
Junior Deacon

Well Brethren… This calendar year is
quickly coming to an end. This also means that at
the end of December half of the 2019-2020 Masonic
Year will have been completed. Here is a wish for a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. May

you and your families have a joyous
and safe holiday.
Here are a few things I wanted to remind you of
from our December Schedule:

Monday, December 16th, will be our
December Stated Meeting with Dinner starting at
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6:30 PM, Food and Fellowship last until 7:20 PM or
so, and our Stated Meeting starts at 7:30 PM.
Come on and join us! Several of our wives stay in
the Banquet Room during the meeting so bring your
wife and/or other family members and come to the
dinner and meeting.
Brethren… on Friday, December 20th Kendall
Lodge and the Eastern Star Chapter will have a
party with finger sandwiches, dips, desserts, etc.
We’ll begin around 7:00 PM so come and socialize
with us. We’ll also be presenting our Christmas
Charity donations to their recipients this evening.

If you would like to attend contact President
Bubba Peel for information.
We’re here and we always have something going
on that you can be a part of and make a
difference.

Gary L. Bausell
Secretary

New Kendall Lodge Chairs
Remember that the M. C. Holman Masters,
Wardens and Secretaries Association of the 51st

Masonic District, M:.W:. Grand Lodge of Texas
is dark in November and December. We hope that
you enjoy your families during the holidays.

Also, the 184th Grand Communication of the
Grand Lodge of Texas will be held in Waco from
January 18th through 20th. Pre-register and come
with us to learn about governance in Masonry.
Brethren and Ladies of Brethren, our new
chairs are in the Lodge Room and look good.
There are still approximately 20 chairs that can be
purchased and have a nameplate attached for
yourself, in honor of a relative, or in memory of
a loved one. The donation is $125.00 per chair.
Don’t wait until they are all gone.
ALSO, OF INTEREST TO PUT ON YOUR
CALENDAR:

Nobles of Boerne Shrine Club
and families. Our December Christmas Dinner,
Stated Meeting, and Installation of 2020 Officers
will be on Wednesday, December 18th at Kendall
Lodge with Hungry Horse catering our dinner.
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Kendall 897 has begun a project to
replace the lodge room’s theater seating with
more comfortable metal and fabric chairs similar
to those now at Kerrville.
We are accepting donations for the new
chairs and will place a nameplate on the leg of
each to “Honor” or be “In Memory Of” someone
you wish to remember. You may certainly buy
one for yourself.
There are a limited number of chairs, and
donations are already coming in. The donation
for a chair and nameplate is $125 and is being
solicited from Kendall Lodge, Boerne Eastern
Star, and Brownwood Commandery members. If
you have questions, you can contact Kendall
Lodge at (830) 249-8917, and we will get back to
you.
If you would like to donate one or more
chairs, send your donation to Kendall Lodge with
what you would like on the nameplate. We
believe that 3 lines will be available on each
nameplate, but please don't make the lines too
long.
This will be a gift which will be at the
lodge for decades, if not longer.
Sincerely & Fraternally,

Gary L. Bausell
Secretary

Decembe Bi thda

Raise I Decembe

Brother

Date

Brother

Years Ago

Charles M. Straayer

12/1

Brenan S. Cook

10

Thomas B. Fuller

12/2

Douglas H. Zinsitz

15

Don M. Edmondson

12/3

Samuel E. Offer

28

Jimmy I. Miller

12/3

Robert L. Carpenter II

31

Gerald C. Shows

12/10

Richard L. Fulk

31

Tyler G. Smith

12/10

Paul S. Lemon

33

Charles F. Wetherbee

12/10

Clifford R. Rick

33

Terrance J. Degrood

12/11

Alexander . Casiano

45

William R. Martin Jr.

12/13

Robin L. Scheel

47

Garrett M. Ethridge

12/15

Ottie L. Konkright

51

Thomas F. Sawyer

12/18

Roland L. Peckne

51

Earl L. Noah

12/19

Richard L. Wackerman

57

William L. Webb

12/20

Bryan W. Dedeker

62

Jack E. Cameron

12/23

Bob E. Messerli

65

Matthew P. Archilla

12/29

Douglas H. Zinsitz

12/30

Building Preservation Donations
Donor

In Memory/Honor of

Billy Lemmons Jr.

Bro Billy Lemmons Sr

Volunteers collect dona ons for Kendall Lodge’s Soldier
Christmas 2019
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Address Service Requested
KENDALL MASONIC LODGE No. 897
897 E. Blanco Road
Boerne, Texas 78006

Please Note:
If you are receiving this newsle er by US Mail and have email, please send your
email address to Secretary@KendallLodge897.org. Each printed Trestleboard
costs your lodge more than $1.50 to produce and mail; the only cost for email is
me. If we have your email, you will also receive weekly schedule/informa on
updates.
Kendall Masonic Lodge #897 A.F. & A.M.
(Please remember the Building Preservation Fund)

