November 2019

Brethren,
Recently I a ended my ﬁrst Masonic
funeral. While standing graveside, it was obvious
that the brother who had laid down his working
tools was loved by many people. I felt very honored
standing with my brethren as we delivered a
Masonic burial service.
As our Past Master and District Instructor
David Bruton gave the ceremonial lecture, I listened
and observed the audience. It was such an
enlightening experience for me, seeing the
a en veness of people as they listened to brother
Bruton and the emo ons being displayed.
A lot of mes, our loved ones and friends
may not know anything about masonry. What they
do know, is that their grandfather, father, brother,
husband, and friend are members of a fraternity
which they may know nothing about. While
listening to the lecture, I could see a growing
understanding on listener’s faces, as they
connected the tenets of masonry to our brother’s
life. It was as if they were having a revela on of
how Masonry can impact one “who seeks more
light”.

Death is always an uncomfortable topic of
conversa on, but even the masters trestleboard
needs to be cleared for new instruc ons to be
wri en. In prepara on, I am in the process of
working with brother William Holt Jr., of Holt and
Holt Funeral. He is currently working on an
educa on program in which he would like to
orientate his brothers with passing prepara ons.
This will be an educa onal experience to teach
what to look out for, what to take into
considera on, and an overall plan. This is not in
any way a solicita on, but rather, his desire to serve
his brothers in making a diﬃcult experience to be
as manageable and peaceful as possible. For those
who have no experience or knowledge in this area,
like me, please consider taking advantage of what
Brother Holt wishes to share.
Stay tuned for more details to come. Thank you.
Respec ully,

Ovidio Flores
Master
Boerne
Police Chief
Jim Kohler
with W.M.
Ovidio
Flores
during the
October
meeting.

Brethren,
The planned Soldier Christmas project for 2019
will be slightly diﬀerent from that of last year. The
overwhelming outpouring of support we received from
the community last year nearly overwhelmed our ability
to store, package, and transport packages to 3RD Cavalry
at Fort Hood. For those reasons, this year, the
commi ee would like to keep the project a li le closer
to home.

Shelli Johnson receives a check from the pancake
breakfast benefit during the October Meeting.
Left to right: W.M. Ovidio Flores, Shelli Johnson,
Peggy Sue Peel, “Bubba” Peel

Rising Star Ranger Lodge Degree Team prac ce
is 9:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M. each ﬁrst Saturday of the
month with breakfast at 8:00 A.M. Alternate prac ce
will be on the 4th Thursday of the month in the evening
from 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. (Not on Thanksgiving)
Prac ce is held at Rising Star in Center Point and begins
with History commentaries about Masons that were
Rangers and Rangers that were Masons. The purpose of
this endeavor is to elevate the history of masons as
Rangers as well as to elevate degree work for each lodge
in district 51. We are beginning with the concept that
each Mason on the sideline is just as important as those
conferring the degree. The fellowship so far has been
awesome. Each Mason in district 51 is cordially invited.

David Bruton
District 51 Instructor
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For this year’s Soldier Christmas, we would like
to support the Warrior and Family Support Center
(WFSC) located on Joint Base San Antonio (JBSA) – Fort
Sam Houston. The WFSC is billed as “The Largest Living
Room in Texas.” This large, home like facility was built,
furnished, equipped, and donated to the Department of
Defense by local homebuilders, and other donors. The
focus of this facility is to provide wounded service
members, and their families somewhere to spend me
together aside from the clinical se ng of a hospital
room, the limited space of a hotel room, or a room at
the Fisher House. The main building looks like a large
ranch style home, and features numerous, open ﬂoor
plan living areas, both indoor, and outdoor. There are
mul ple areas where our wounded service members
can just sit, relax, and unwind with their families. There
are several large kitchen areas where groups can furnish
meals for the service members, and their families as
well. In addi on to the indoor facili es, there are
mul ple outdoor walking trails, wheelchair accessible
paths, and an amphitheater for entertainment acts.
Suppor ng this facility would allow us to touch all
branches of service, and support the families of
wounded service members as well.
Discussing items required at the WFSC, the most
needed items are personal hygiene supplies. Things like
soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant,
etc. These are always in short supply, and dona ons are
greatly appreciated. Next on the list are child care items
like diapers, formula, baby wipes, etc. Finally, the WFSC
Program Manager said that they like to provide
Christmas gi s to the children of the wounded service
members using their facility. Small gi items like dolls,
ac on ﬁgures, Legos, games, Tonka style items, and

other similar children’s gi s would be greatly
appreciated.
The commi ee will prepare a new Military
Christmas 2019 ﬂyer reﬂec ng the needed items above,
and begin circula ng it throughout the community.
Addi onally, the commi ee is in contact with the
managers of the Boerne, and Leon Springs Wal-Mart
loca ons to schedule in person dona ons, similar to last
year in support of these eﬀorts.
The other aspect of this year’s eﬀorts will reﬂect
the special rela onship we established with the 3RD
Cavalry regiment last year. We would like to provide a
total of 7 $50 gi cards to the regiment, one per
squadron to help provide a Christmas meal for Soldiers
that might otherwise have to do without. The Sergeants
Major of each squadron would make the determina on
of which Soldiers receive the gi cards. This en re
eﬀort could be conducted for $350 plus postage, and
completed with funds le over from last year’s eﬀorts.
We will plan to have this approved via a vote of the
Lodge at the next stated mee ng.
It is impossible to emphasize just how visible
this eﬀort made our Lodge in our community last year.
Area residents saw men they knew as neighbors,
coworkers, congrega on members, and friends as
Masons, working to provide a li le joy in a bleak
environment for those that serve our Na on. For that
reason, we would like to con nue this eﬀort. If you
would like to be involved in this eﬀort, please contact
Ma Hite, or Bob Easterling.

Matthew Hite

Senior Deacon
Soldier Christmas 2019 Commi ee Chairman

Brethren… Last month I mentioned that we were

planning on doing an Outdoor Degree on an
Entered Apprentice Candidate at Camp
Alzafar’s Outdoor Lodge Area. Well, it turned
cold on Saturday morning and it was moved to the
lodge. However, we now have a new brother
starting into his EA instructional period. We have
another Candidate who was elected to receive the
degrees in our October Stated Meeting, and we’ll be
setting up his degree soon. Also, we read a new
petition in that meeting and will probably vote on
that candidate in this month’s Stated Meeting.
Come on and help us. We’re making and
instructing Masonic Brothers.
Here are a few things I wanted to remind you of
from our November Schedule:
Thanks to everyone that came to the Kendall
Lodge BBQ Brisket and German Sausage Dinner.
We started serving a half hour early, the BBQ Brisket
was gone a little after 1:00 PM, and the German Sausage
gone just before 2:00 PM. We served 454 meals.

Brethren… On Monday, November 11th we
will honor our Service Award recipients who
have earned their 65, 50, 40, and 25-Year Awards
for Masonic Service. We’ll start at 7:00 PM with
the 65 and 50-Year Grand Lodge Awards presented
by our DDGM and finish with the 40 and 25-Year
Lodge Awards presented by WM Flores. A
reception will follow to visit with the recipients and
their families.
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Monday, November 18 , will be our
November Stated Meeting with Dinner starting at
6:30 PM, Food and Fellowship last until 7:20 PM or
so, and our Stated Meeting starts at 7:30 PM.
Come on and join us! Several of our wives stay in
the Banquet Room during the meeting so bring your
wife and/or other family members and come to the
dinner and meeting.

tell you what you have to do to join Alzafar Shrine
and the Boerne Shrine Club.
We’re here and we always have something going
on that you can be a part of and make a
difference.

Gary L. Bausell
Secretary

Remember that the M. C. Holman Masters,
Wardens and Secretaries Association of the 51st

Masonic District, M:.W:. Grand Lodge of Texas
is dark in November and December. We hope that
you enjoy your families during the holidays.

Also, the 184th Grand Communication of the
Grand Lodge of Texas will be held in Waco from
January 18th through 20th. Pre-register and come
with us to learn about governance in Masonry.
Brethren and Ladies of Brethren, our new
chairs are here. There are still approximately 30
chairs that can be purchased and have a nameplate
attached for yourself, in honor of a relative, or in
memory of a loved one. The donation is $125.00
per chair. Don’t wait until they are all gone.
ALSO OF INTEREST TO PUT ON YOUR
CALENDAR:

Nobles of Boerne Shrine Club
and families. Our November Stated Meeting will
be on Wednesday, November 20th at Hungry
Horse on Saunders in Boerne. We meet at 6:00
PM for Fellowship and have a short business
meeting at 7:00 PM. If you are a Noble and don’t
belong to the Boerne Shrine Club then come and
eat with us. You might want to join. If you’re a
Master Mason who is interested in the Shrine and
our philanthropy, then come eat with us and we’ll
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New Kendall Lodge Chairs
Kendall 897 has replaced the lodge
room’s theater seating with more comfortable
metal and fabric chairs similar to those now at
Kerrville. The new chairs are here and the old
seating is gone!
We are accepting donations for the new
chairs and will place a nameplate on the leg of
each to “Honor” or be “In Memory Of” someone
you wish to remember. You may certainly buy
one for yourself.
There are a limited number of chairs, and
donations are already coming in. The donation
for a chair and nameplate is $125 and is being
solicited from Kendall Lodge, Boerne Eastern
Star, and Brownwood Commandery members. If
you have questions, you can contact Kendall
Lodge at (830) 249-8917, and we will get back to
you.
If you would like to donate one or more
chairs, send your donation to Kendall Lodge with
what you would like on the nameplate. We
believe that 3 lines will be available on each
nameplate, but please don't make the lines too
long.
This will be a gift which will be at the
lodge for decades, if not longer.
Sincerely & Fraternally,

Gary L. Bausell
Secretary

Novembe Bi thda
Brother

Raise I Novembe
Date

Brother

Years Ago

Clarence M. Smith

11/3

Herman W. Floyd

6

Noah P. Gipson

11/4

James K. Hardin

9

Jonathan B. Cluck

11/4

Terry S. Trotti

9

Hank C. Kohl

11/4

Ronald G. Trine

11

Trey E. Clark III

11/5

James E. Berne Jr.

13

Herman H. Haas Jr.

11/5

Jon B. Tipton

13

William D. Hammett Jr.

11/7

Lee J. Raspberry

13

Jeffery R. Christoff

11/9

Kenneth L. Fitzpatrick Jr.

13

Daniel E. Roane

11/9

John W. White

15

Ralph H. Wiesepape

11/9

Scott A. Davis

19

David K. Bruton

11/10

Jeffrey L. Hamilton

20

John E. Davis

11/10

James A. Earl IV

21

Herman H. Haas

11/10

Mark E. Morley

22

Don A. Middleton

11/10

Johan I. Kala

23

John D. Smith

11/14

Fred L. Waterman

26

Jeffrey L. Hamilton

11/15

James L. Baker

35

Jackie D. Elliff

11/17

Don E. Herald

36

Robert B. McGill

11/17

Ralph H. Wiesepape

43

Duke W. Davis

11/19

AJ A. Rittimann Jr.

49

Jimmy R. Lloyd

11/20

Scott A. Hardin

11/23

Paul M. Holekamp

11/23

Alexander . Casiano

11/25

Carl G. Praesel

11/25

Terry S. Trotti

11/25

Donald F. Hoose

11/27

David L. D'Spain

11/28

Charles C. Lianza Jr.

11/30

Building Preservation Donations
Donor

In Memory/Honor of

Billy Lemmons Jr.

Bro Billy Lemmons Sr

Charles C. Lianza Jr.
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Address Service Requested
KENDALL MASONIC LODGE No. 897
897 E. Blanco Road
Boerne, Texas 78006

Please Note:
If you are receiving this newsle er by US Mail and have email, please send your
email address to Secretary@KendallLodge897.org. Each printed Trestleboard
costs your lodge more than $1.50 to produce and mail; the only cost for email is
me. If we have your email, you will also receive weekly schedule/informa on
updates.
Kendall Masonic Lodge #897 A.F. & A.M.
(Please remember the Building Preservation Fund)

