Kendall Masonic Lodge No. 897 AF & AM

Boerne, Texas

April 2016

FROM THE EAST
Greetings Brethren,
Wow! March
has been by far our
most exciting and
productive month.
Our three Fellowcrafts completed
their FC proficiencies, and two of the three have
also completed their Master Mason Degrees. On
March 14th we postponed our EA Education Night
Program in order to put on our first Master Mason
Degree. The second Fellowcraft completed his
Master Mason Degree on March 28th.
On March 5th many of us attended the
Grand Master’s Conference held at Alzafar Shrine.
After the luncheon our Grand Master delivered his
message and all the brethren enjoyed the shared
fellowship. I would like to thank all of our brothers
who came out to represent Kendall Lodge, and to
extend a special thank you to the spouses in attendance.
On the 21st we held our monthly Stated
Meeting and I would like to extend a “Big Thank
You” to all of our Eastern Star Sisters who provided
our Appreciation Dinner. A great meal was shared
by all and we always enjoy their participation.
A great meal was shared by all and we always enjoy their participation.

Looking forward to April, we have another busy month ahead. Our third FC is scheduled to receive his MM Degree on Monday
night, April 4th, at 6:30pm. Please join us on the
4th in support this worthy brother.
On April 11th, at 7:00pm we will hold an
open meeting to award the Community Builder’s Award to Ms. Angie Lemmons, school
teacher and active participant in various community organizations. This prestigious award is
given each year to an outstanding person in our
community and this award ceremony is open to
all family members and friends. So please mark
this date on your calendar and join us on the
11th of April.
The annual Spring Fish Fry Fundraiser
will be held on Saturday, May 7th at Kendall
Lodge with desserts being provided by our Eastern Star Sisters. Please come out to support
your Lodge and to visit with all the brethren.
If you have any questions, please contact the Secretary at (830) 249-8917 or e-mail
kendall897@gvtc.com. You can contact me at
(210) 218-2994 or e-mail me at williamcard-

er@earthlink.net.

Sincerely and Fraternally,
Bill Carder
Worshipful Master
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FROM THE WEST

Wood for the Temple
Solomon in his wisdom struck a treaty
with the King of Tyre trading food for
building material and a labor force.
He also agreed to send bearers of burden to Tyre to assist the loggers in the
harvesting of trees from the western side of Lebanon
It was a beautiful sunny morning, Zabud was watching in
awe as the ships began arriving, they were two days late
and the Senior Warden was not happy. It was fortunate
indeed that in his wisdom he had planned for such an
event, stockpiling material in advance to keep the workmen engaged in their craft
As the ships approached the shore, sails were dropped,
and the oars were extended and the ships circled, to avoid
becoming entangled in the tow as they cut lose the log
plumes. The workmen scurried into the surf to secure the
logs and haul them ashore with brute strength. The logs
were dragged past the water line, to a dry area and the
workmen set upon them like ants on a prey. Sizing and
squaring the longs into timbers for easier transport to Jerusalem.
The work of preparing the timbers for travel was moving
efficiently. A seafaring man gave an account of the delay,
the first few days of the 112-mile trip were uneventful fair
winds and following seas even enjoyable, the prevailing
westerly winds increased in strength and as they crossed
the Akhziv Canyon the swells increased in size forcing
them to hug the coast line for the remainder of the journey. The voyage continued uneventful with the exception
of sighting three men who looked like workmen from the
temple, surfing the break along the Plains of Sharron.
The timbers were balanced on an axle, yoked to a beast of
burden and with the assistance of the workmen began the
thirty-eight-mile journey to Jerusalem. The only road to
Jerusalem, which was 2475 feet above sea level, three
years ago was nothing more than a goat trail, from Joppa
thru Gezer and up the rough, rocky, and circuitous route
where life had been lost, now it was a major trade route
providing all types of commerce into Jerusalem.
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The timbers were placed in the staging area where the
Sidonians with the use of metal tools prepared the paneling for the temple, it was sized, squared, and mitered for
installation in the temple.
In each piece of wood had a row of "pockets" created
along the edge. On the piece of wood beside it, a similar
row of pockets was carved, with each one being lined up
exactly opposite a pocket in the neighboring board. A
small piece of wood (tendon) was then put in each pocket
(mortise) of one of the boards, which ended up looking
like it had a long row of wooden teeth.
Then the second board was placed beside it and its own
pockets fit perfectly onto the teeth of the other. Finally, a
round hole was drilled through each pocket-and-tooth,
and a wooden peg was placed in the hole. When all the
pegs were in place, the two boards could not be separated
by any amount of force. And this was done for each piece
of paneling. The panels were carved with open pedal
flowers and gourds. The paneling was held upright by gold
plated chains at the top of the paneling. It was not only
beautiful; it was incredibly strong. The fragrance of the
Cedar as well as the longevity of wood has been sought for
building material throughout the world.
As the construction of the Holy of Holies began the workmen in that area were restricted to Hebrew only as no
gentile was allowed to enter the Sanctum Santorum.
After seven years of construction, Solomon dedicated the
Temple to God.
An estimated 2,248 cubic feet of timber weighting approximately 51,704 pounds would be required to complete the
work on the Temple. This does not take into account
wood used for temporary support, scaffolds or ladders
Recent archeology research suggests that Solomon’s Temple was built in the old city of David rather than the Dome
of the Rock.
Sources:
Khalaf, Salim George. A Bequest Unearthed, Phoenicia -Encyclopedia Phoeniciana, Chapel Hill, NC, USA, 2003
Phillips E. Osgood The Temple of Solomon: A Study of Semitic Culture
The Holy Bible: 2 Samuel, I Kings, II Kings, I Chronicles and
II Chronicles
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FROM THE SOUTH
Greetings from the South:
The Grand Master’s motto this
year is “Plant the Seed.” It is in
this vein that I’d like to pass along
to you some excerpts from a recent copy the Sunday Masonic
Paper, entitled “A Foundation Stone.” I hope that
you find value in it.
A Foundation Stone
One of the most misunderstood of the laws of
Freemasonry is the rule that prohibits the solicitation of a candidate by any Mason. Every man who
enters the portals of a Masonic Lodge must come
of his own free will and accord, but he can only
come if he knows of the opportunity. So far ingrained in our Masonic law is the rule against solicitation that it has unquestionably caused most Masons to refrain completely from discussing Freemasonry with friends and acquaintances who are not
Masons. Don't let that happen to you.
The ancient traditions of Freemasonry permit you
to influence your qualified sons, friends and coworkers to petition for the degrees. There is absolutely no objection to a neutrally worded approach
being made to a man who is considered a suitable
candidate for Freemasonry. After the procedure for
obtaining membership in a Masonic Lodge is explained, there can be no objection to his being reminded once that the approach was made. The potential candidate should then be left to make his
own decision and come of his own free will.
The failure of Freemasonry to make known to nonmasons its principles and purposes has, in the past,
resulted in both suspicion and antagonism toward
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Masonry. People are naturally inclined to be suspicious or fearful of those things of which they are
ignorant.
Freemasonry is not a secret society, but is rather a
society which possesses certain secrets. A secret
society is one in which the membership is not
known. Freemasonry is quite well known to the
uninitiated. We do not attempt to hide our membership. A large percentage of our membership
wears pins or rings bearing well-known emblems of
the Craft. We do not meet in secret places, but in
buildings which are well marked as Masonic, often
with neon signs bearing the square and compasses
and our meetings are well advertised.
What is actually supposed to be secret about the
institution of Freemasonry is its ritual, which we
must conceal and never reveal. The fundamental
principles taught by that ritual, however, are, or
could be, well known, and most of them are not
even principles peculiar to Masonry. Here is a partial list of subjects that can be discussed with the
non-mason:
What is Freemasonry?
How do I become a member?
Why has nobody invited me to join?
Is Freemasonry a religion? I’m a member of
____ church/religion. Can I still join?
Is Freemasonry political?
Is Freemasonry a charity?
What is the history of Freemasonry? Where did
it come from? When did it start?
We are proud of our fraternity and want you
proudly to explain Freemasonry to the worthy and
well qualified people in your sphere of influence.
Meal for the April stated meeting will be Corned
beef and Cabbage
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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April Service Anniversaries

April Birthdays
Brother

Date

Duane J. Garza

4/2

Terry J. Reagan

4/7

Alfred G. Gray

61

Roland L. Peckne

4/8

William H. Mayo

57

Roger W. Hall

4/10

Gerald C. Shows

46

Nelson R. Davis Jr.

4/10

Jimmy I. Miller

43

Kenneth O. Booth

4/11

Donald F. Hoose

41

Kenneth L. Fitzpatrick

4/14

Earl L. Noah

34

Herbert A. Rittimann Jr.

4/15

Gavin D. Waldeck

33

Eddie R. Perez

4/16

Gordon S. Waldeck

33

Thomas B. Johnson

4/18

William R. Kendrick Jr.

29

Brent W. Berry

4/18

Jerry D. Tilley

28

Don E. Herald

4/24

Arthur B. Williams

23

Samuel E. Offer

4/26

Brian H Rittimann

20

Alvis R. Mathison

4/29

Arthur B. Williams

23

Jerry D. Walker

4/29

Roy L. Dwyer

20

Koyle D. Knape

11

Sermet D. Agolli

6

Gregory B. Tom

6

Dow C. Mathis

5

Randall J. Stahl

3

Austin L. Roberts III

2

Kendall #897 Calendar

Brother

Every Monday w/out
Stated or Called
Meeting
7:00—9:00 pm

Kendall #897
Floor Practice

Every Wednesday
9:00—11:30 am

Kendall #897
Floor Practice

Every Saturday
9:00—10:00 am
10:00—11:00 am

Kendall #897
Esoteric Round Table
Floor Practice

April 5

1st Tuesday
7:30—9:30 pm

Boerne OES #200
Stated Meeting

April 13

1st Wednesday
6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Brownwood Commandery #22
Dinner
Stated Conclave

David Vaughn

April 11

Monday 7 PM

Community Builders Award

Bob Tucker

April 12

2nd Tuesday
6:30—9:00 pm

THC DeMolay
Dinner & Stated Meetings

April 17

3rd Sunday
3:00—4:30 pm

THC DeMolay Advisory Council

April 18
April 20
April 26

3rd Monday
6:15 pm
7:30 pm
3rd Wednesday
6:30—8:30 pm
4th Tuesday
7:30—9:00

Kendall #897
Stated Meeting
Brownwood Commandery #22
Floor Practice
THC DeMolay
Stated Meeting
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Building Preservation Mar 2016 Donations
Donor

In Memory/Honor of

David Vaughn
William Carder III
Bob Easterling

Jackson Easterling

Abner Kestler

Archie Burk

Billy Lemmons Jr.

Bro. Billy Lemmons Sr.
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FROM THE
SECRETARY’S CORNER
Brethren… Spring is here
and a lot of activities are
going to be going on.
Also of note is that in the
last few weeks Kendall
Lodge Brethren have
raised a new Master Masons with two more
scheduled. Congratulations to all three of them
and their instructors!
Here are a few things to put on your calendar for
April:
Grand Lodge will hold an Esoteric Forum and
Certificate Exams on Saturday, April 9th
starting at 9:00 AM for the Forum and 1:00
PM for the Exams at Bandera Lodge No.
1123.
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have our Past Masters Dinner in early June,
elect new officers to lead us at the Stared
Meeting, and install them on the last Saturday in June. Keep your calendar’s up to
date.
Also thanks to those Brethren who have sent their
dues in. For those that haven’t I’ll be sending out a
reminder in the next few weeks. We’re down to a
double handful who haven’t paid, but I have to get
everyone accounted for. Secretary’s work is never
done!

So don’t say that there is nothing going on at the
lodge. We always have something going on that
you should be a part of.
Sincerely and Fraternally,
Gary L. Bausell
Gary L. Bausell, PM

Kendall Lodge will present our 2015-2016
Community Builder’s Award to Ms. Angie Lemmons, on Monday, Apr il 11th at
7:00 PM. This is one of our few public
events so you and your wife come and support your lodge.
Monday, April 18th, will be our April Stated
Meeting with Dinner star ting at 6:15 PM,
Food and Fellowship lasting until 7:20 PM
or so, and our Stated Meeting starting at
7:30 PM. Some of our wives stay in the
Banquet Room during the meeting so bring
your wife and/or other family members and
come to the dinner and meeting.
For Your Calendar:

Don’t forget that our Spring Fish Fry Fundraiser
is Saturday, May 7th from 11:00 AM to 2:00
PM. The tickets have been mailed so use
yours or sell them to your friends and family. The food will be great as usual. Dale
Curry will be manning the kettle for us. Remember that it’s only $10 apiece for food,
desserts, tea, and lots of fun & fellowship.
Get your appetite ready and come!
Also note that June is coming up fast! We will

Kendall Masonic Lodge No. 897
Death
Brother James H. Alston
Almighty Father! Into Thy hands we commend
the soul of our beloved Brother.
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