Kendall Masonic Lodge No. 897 AF & AM
897 East Blanco Road • Boerne, Texas 78006

December 2014

FROM THE EAST
Greetings Brethren,
Thanksgiving is a
time that we can all
reflect upon our blessings and voice gratitude to those around
us. We are blessed
with the Freedom to
move about freely,
work in our usual vocations, offer our help
and prayers to those
brethren in need within our Fraternity, and rest and
reflect with our loved ones and Family as we
choose.
Deborah and I are up in Washington State visiting our Son who is stationed here in Port Smith Naval Shipyard, Bremerton. We have researched several Masonic Lodges in the area as is our custom
when we travel. I hope to visit the William H. Upton Military Lodge in Bremerton. There are four
Masonic Lodges in Downtown Bremerton and
Twelve Masonic Lodges in Kitsap County. If we
had one or two months here it would be an adventure to visit each one of these Lodges and share the
friendships found in each.
I recall our visit to the Grand Lodge of England
when we were there two years ago. There are no
strangers within the Masonic Community. As we
took the tour of this magnificent building and complex we were welcomed as family because of our
Masonic ties. I was also very fortunate to have attended a stated meeting of Stow- on –the-Wold Masonic Lodge and experience an English Master’s
Degree being conferred. Even though our homelands were separated by the Atlantic and we were
divided by a common language, friendship and
brotherly love bound us together as brothers.
Thanksgiving is a time to reflect upon the things
of which we are appreciative. How is it that we
came to be Masons? Who influenced us as a Good
Man and Mason that we looked up to as the kind of
Man worth emulating? What kind of Man was it
who spent countless hours in verbal repetition
teaching us the lessons of each of our Masonic De-

grees? What kind of men practiced the conferring
of each Degree to the point of perfection just for us
as candidates? These are questions worth contemplating as we give thanks to our God and Family.
Sincerely and Fraternally,
David Bruton, PM
Worshipful Master

FROM THE WEST
I want to wish each of you a happy
Thanksgiving. I hope you enjoyed the
holiday with your family and friends. A
special thanks goes out to my fellow
Brethren who have served this great
country of ours in the Armed Forces.
Remember those that gave all in order
for us to enjoy the freedoms share
today.
Now let me share a little “ Did You Know”:
In 1731 Benjamin Franklin was initiated at the February meeting at Saint Johns Lodge in Philadelphia.
In 1734 he became Grand Master. In that same year, he published the first Masonic book in America.
The American Philosophical Society requires, to catalog all of
his inventions, twenty large book pages.
He was accomplished as a printer, author, editor, inventor,
scientist, diplomat, philosopher, politician, founder of schools,
founder of a postal system, government ambassador, public
speaker, and, last but not least a Freemason. Without a doubt,
he can be considered one of the most gifted men of all time.
Benjamin Franklin was a Freemason, not only content with just
being a member of lodge, but a Freemason intensely dedicated to the craft, which is prevalent in the Masonic footprint impressed on the history of our country.
May all of you have a Happy Holiday Season and a Happy
New Year.
Fraternally,
Bill Carder
Senior Warden
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On November 15th Our Texas Hill Country Chapter of DeMolay Installed New Officers
(top) Senior Councilor John Caron; Master Councilor Jared Schwartz; Chaplain Ryker Don
(bottom) Scribe Parker Archilla; Senior Deacon Davis Schwarz

On November 11th Kendall Lodge Awarded Its Golden Trowel Award to Bro. Deacon Wall, PM (r)
(l to r) R∴W∴ James Wheeler, DDGM; Bro. Bob Tucker, PM; and W∴ David Bruton, WM
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FROM THE SOUTH
Brethren,

Our November 17th Meeting Dinner will be ham and sweet potatoes.
Wages of a Master Mason
Elbert Bede

We have heard a great deal about the wages of a Fellowcra . It is as Master
Masons that we labor as Masons. Then why are we taught nothing about the wages
of a Master Mason?
The reason we do not ﬁnd wages of a Master Mason described is undoubtedly the same reason that explains lack of interpreta on of our Symbols. As each
Brother must ﬁnd his own interpreta on for a Symbol, so must each ﬁnd for himself
his wages of a Master Mason. One Brother may not be paid in the same wages as
another. One may receive wages in the gra tude of one for whom he has performed an act of charity. Another may receive wages in the joy that comes from
having brought cheer into a sick room. Another may receive wages in the appreciaon of Brethren to whom he has imparted something of Masonic knowledge. Another may receive wages in the gra tude of a Brother’s family to whom he has a
mainstay during their hour of grief. Another may receive wages in honors conferred
upon him by Brethren whom he has faithfully served. Another may receive wages in
friendships that have come to him through Masonry. Another may receive wages in
the sa sfac on he derives from service to others. Another may receive wages that
to him seem suﬃcient when he is privileged to coach some one in the lectures, or
when he is given a part in degree work.
Wages of a Master Mason are not paid in silver or gold, or ar cles of commerce and trade that may be stolen or may deteriorate and molder through the passage of years. They are paid in those things that the Brother may keep within the
repository of the faithful breast. They are paid in those things that are secure in the
hearts of his Brethren and his friends. The wages of a Master Mason have no intrinsic value. They cannot be measured by any standard by which the value of intrinsic
things are measured. Wages of a Master Mason are measured only by the value
placed upon them by the one who has received them.

Fraternally,
Clarence Smith
Junior Warden
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FROM THE
SECRETARY’S CORNER
Brethren… first I just
want to say that I hope all
of you had a Happy
Thanksgiving last month
and enjoyed the time with
family and friends. Second, I wanted to let you
know that dues cards for
our Endowed, 50-Plus
Years, or Life Members
have been mailed to those
members, as well as; the dues notices for our other
members. Payments for these members are supposed to be received before January 1st, which is the
beginning of the 2015 Year for Grand Lodge of
Texas dues. I’ve already received quite a few payments and I appreciate your attention in this matter.
December is going to be a busy month. Here are a
few things to put on your calendar:
• The 2015 Grand Communication for the Grand

Lodge of Texas will be held in Waco from
Thursday, December 4th, through Saturday, December 6th. If you’re able to go, I hope to see you
there. It’s going to be a very busy Grand Communication.
th
• Remember that on Monday, December 8 , at 7:00
PM, we will honor our 2014-2015 distinguished
brethren who have achieved 25, 40, 50, 60, and
65 years of Masonic Service. This will also be
an Open Meeting in order that their Brethren,
friends, and family may come and share this special time with those receiving their honors. There
will be a reception following the awards ceremony.
th
• Monday, December 15 , will be our December
Stated Meeting with Dinner starting at 6:15 PM,
Food and Fellowship lasting until 7:20 PM or so,
and our Stated Meeting starting at 7:30 PM. Some
of our wives stay in the Banquet Room during the
meeting so bring your wife and/or other family
members and come to the dinner and meeting.
th
• Also remember that on Friday, December 19 , at
6:30 PM, we will put together Christmas Food
Baskets (actually boxes) for families which Kendall County Family Services provides to us as
needing some assistance for this holiday. Afterward we have a party with Kendall Lodge, Boerne
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Eastern Star, and Texas Hill Country DeMolay
members enjoying snacks, finger foods, cookies,
etc., which they brought. We then deliver the Baskets to the families the next morning starting about
9:00 AM, but we normally have a breakfast casserole starting around 8:00 AM to build up our
strength!
So don’t say that there is nothing going on at the
lodge. We always have something going on that you
can be a part of.

Remember that we are still selling raffle tickets for
our Fall Raffle. They’re $5.00 apiece or five tickets
for $20.00. The Drawing for this Fall’s Raffle
will be held at 7:00 P.M. on December 15th.
Brethren - help us support Education in Kendall
County!
Brethren Remember:
That a fire whose coals and embers are scattered is destined to go out and provide no
heat or comfort to anyone. However, a fire
whose coals and embers are banked together
remains warm and will spring back to life
when additional fuel is added. Which of
these descriptions describes Masonry to
you? It is important to get together and socialize with the Brethren from time to time
and rekindle that fuel that first brought you
to Masonry in the first place.

May You and your Families have a
Joyful Christmas this year!

Gary L. Bausell
Gary L. Bausell, PM
Secretary

Kendall Masonic Lodge No. 897
Death

Brother George H. Spenser
(June 29, 2013)

Almighty Father! Into Thy hands we commend
the soul of our beloved Brother.
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Building Preservation Fund
November 2014 Donations
Donor

In Memory/Honor of

Abb Kestler

Claude Hollen

Ronnie Pfeil
Bob Easterling

John Robert Easterling

Masonic Trivia
•

"Bro. Ben Franklin was a member of a “Moderns'” lodge in Philadelphia but by the time he returned from
France and died, his lodge had gone over to and received a warrant from the Ancients Grand Lodge. Because of this they would no longer recognize him as one of their own and unceremoniously declined to
give perform a Masonic funeral service. On April 17th 2006 the 116th Grand Master of Masons of Pennsylvania, Ronald A. Aungst Sr., corrected this injustice by holding a Masonic memorial service for Bro.
Franklin."

•

By Ancient custom, the King was always covered while his subjects were never covered in his presence. The American custom of the Master of the Lodge wearing a hat as a symbol of his authority is apparently a result of that ancient custom.

•

When Brothers Richard E. Byrd and Bernt Balchen first flew over the North and South Poles, they
dropped a Masonic flag on each Pole. Then, in the 1933-35 expedition, Brother Balchen tossed his Shrine
Fez on the North Pole.

•

"'3 TIMES 3' - In ancient times the Entered Apprentice Degree was alone prevalent amongst the generality of our Lodges; for no Brothers could be passed and raised except in the Grand Lodge, and few availed
themselves of the privilege. Hence they had only one sign, one token, and one word, and these three constituted the honors. But the members of the Grand Lodge had three signs, three tokens, and three words,
and therefore, three times three were appropriately termed the Grand Honors."

•

Brother and General Thomas H. Benton, Grand Master in Iowa, 1860-1862, posted federal troops around
Brother Albert Pike's Masonic Library at Little Rock, Arkansas to protect its valuable contents when that
city was invaded during the Civil War.

•

The earliest known appearance of the letter "G" inside the interlaced square and compasses is on a photo
of an etching in "Freemasonry A Journey Through Ritual and Symbol" by Kirk MacNulty. The date
shown on the etching is "5776" which we Masons know to be 1776 in standard dating form. Another very
early appearance is on a cast bronze plate made by Paul Revere in 1796. By the year 1800 the combined
symbol had appeared in England on embroidered aprons and upon a "Master's Tracing Board. In the language of some countries, the letter "G" does not stand for either "God" or "Geometry" so it is not a part of
their basic symbol of Freemasonry.

•

Of the early American Astronauts, John Glenn, L. Gordon Cooper, Virgil I. (Gus) Grissom, Edwin E. Aldrin, Jr., Thomas P. Stafford, and Donn F. Eisele were members of our "GentleCraft."

•

The examination of a candidate for proficiency in the previous degree was first introduced in 1850 in Louisiana.
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