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FROM THE EAST
Gree ngs Brethren,
A young man walking along the street in New
York City stops a cab driver and asks him “how do
you get to Carnegie Hall?” The cab driver looks him
square in the eyes and with a grin on his face says
”prac ce, prac ce, prac ce.” How do you confer a
Master’s Degree with a great deal of perfec on and
integrity? The correct response would be with
prac ce, prac ce, prac ce.
A er much coordina on and prac ce to present a graded Master’s Degree last Monday evening, we can now say how good it is to see Brethren
working together in harmony. Each me we observe the Master lower the gavel to open the Lodge
or to confer a degree, we can look forward to the
order and beauty that accompanies these observances when they are prac ced correctly and meet
the goal of performing the ritual as ordered by our
Charter.
As we remember the two authori es given to
every Lodge in the jurisdic on of the Grand Lodge
of Texas, we know that we are (1) to Receive, Ini ate, Pass, and Raise Master Masons in the manner
prescribed by Grand Lodge and (2) to elect and install oﬃcers. These du es require that we develop
for leaders our Lodge and our community.
Again, we should be very proud and thankful for
the excellent job done by our oﬃcers and degree
team. We are looking forward to comple ng two
more graded degrees this Masonic year. How good
it is to see brethren working together in Peace and
Harmony.
Sincerely and Fraternally,
David Bruton, PM
Worshipful Master

FROM THE WEST
Now that vacation time has passed, it is time to
settle in and begin our work for the year ahead. We
currently have several EA’s working on their proficiency studies and should soon be ready for their FC
degree. We also have a new petition that will be
voted on at our next stated meeting.
While on vacation, I spent some time on the internet and came across several interesting articles
that I would like to share with you over the next few
months. This is one of them.
“The Silent Summons”
By Brother Unknown
A member of a certain Lodge, who previously
attended meetings regularly, stopped going. After a
few months, the Worshipful Master decided to visit
him. It was a chilly evening, and the WM found his
brother at home alone, sitting before a blazing fire.
Guessing the reason for the WM’s visit, the brother
welcomed him, led him to a comfortable chair near
the fireplace and waited.
The Worshipful Master made himself comfortable, but said nothing. In the grave silence, he con(Continued on page 2)
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templated the dance of the flames around the burning logs. After several minutes, the Worshipful
Master took the fire tongs, carefully picked up a
brightly burning ember and placed it to one side of
the hearth, all alone. Then he sat back in his chair,
still silent. His host watched all of this in quiet contemplation.
As the one lone ember’s flame flickered and diminished, there was a momentary glow, and its fire
was no more. Soon, it was cold and dead. Not a
word had been spoken since the initial greeting.
The Worshipful Master glanced at his watch and
chose this time to leave. He slowly stood up, picked
up the cold, dead ember, and placed it back in the
middle of the fire. Immediately, it began to glow
once more, with all the light and warmth of the
burning coals around it.
As the Worshipful Master reached the door to
leave, his host said, with a tear running down his
cheek, “Thank you so much for your fiery summons, my brother. I’ll be back in our Lodge next
meeting.”
Enough Said.
Fraternally,
Bill Carder
Senior Warden

FROM THE SOUTH
Brethren,
Worthy and Well Qualified
Symbolical Masonry
H. L. Haywood, 1923

To many outsiders it may seem that Freemasonry demands too much of a pe oner by
way of qualiﬁca ons, as if it were actuated by
some exclusive or aristocra c mo ve. Masons
themselves, occasionally, ask that the bars be
let down a li le. But those who know the Fraternity FROM THE INSIDE, and who understand well its purposes, are of the opposite
opinion, many of them, and believe that the
bars should be put up higher s ll. The Fraternity is not a social club, an insurance society,
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or a charitable ins tu on, but a body of picked
men consecrated to a certain set purpose; therefrom it follows that only those who possess the
qualiﬁca ons for such a fellowship and the abili es
for such a work should be permi ed membership.
The receiving of unﬁt candidates foredooms the
temple now building to future collapse, as was the
fate of so many buildings erected by the old Norman architects in England which went down because "they used poor stone, and scamped with
the trowel." A wise business manager will not employ ineﬃcient help. A sensible church will not accept unworthy members. For like reasons Freemasonry must guard well its own portals else it fail of
its high mission, which God forfend! In his "War
and Peace"—a great work that every Mason should
read—Tolstoy makes the old Mason say:
"The ﬁrst and foremost aim and chief founda on of our
order, upon which it rests, and which no human power
can destroy, is the preserva on of a certain mystery and
its transmission to posterity, a Mystery which has
reached us from the most remote mes, even from the
ﬁrst man, and on which, perhaps, the fate of the human
race depends. But since this Mystery is of such character
that nobody can know it or make use of it who has not
been prepared by a prolonged and thorough puriﬁca on
of himself, not everybody may hope to come into its possession." . . .

. . . Such other qualiﬁca ons as are required will
receive considera on in later connec ons; there
remains here only to remark that perhaps, a er all,
the chief essen al qualiﬁca on in any candidate is
a right mo ve; that is, a full and sincere inward determina on to take Freemasonry seriously. "The
vast increase of late years," wrote Brother W. J.
Hughan, one of the giants of modern Masonic
scholarship, "both of lodges and members, calls for
renewed vigilance and extra care in selec ng candidates, that numbers may not be a source of weakness instead of strength." The man who enters out
of mere curiosity, or to gain social standing, or
business advantages, the "watch-fob Mason," he is
the real cowan, and a subtle source of weakness
inside the body of the Cra , which will surely sap
the life from the Fraternity if we do not have a
care!

Our stewards put in a considerable amount of me
in preparing our meals, so lets help them out as we
(Con nued on page 3)
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can by keeping the kitchen squared away. The
Stewards will be preparing Italian food for the next
stated mee ng.
Fraternally,
Clarence Smith
Junior Warden

FROM THE
SECRETARY’S CORNER
Brethren… September will be our first full
month of school being back in session. Remember
to watch for the children around the campuses, in
crosswalks, and on the streets. We want them to
grow up and apply for one of our scholarships toward a higher education.
In that vein we have begun selling raffle tickets
for our Fall Raffle. They’re going to be $5.00
apiece or five tickets for $20.00. You might win a
$500 Gift Certificate to Academy Sports or a
$300 Gift Certificate to Best Buy. This is a win –
win situation. You win because you’re in the raffle
with chances to have your ticket drawn and high
school seniors in Boerne and Comfort win as some
of them will be given scholarships to earn a higher
education. If you’re in Boerne or the surrounding
area, come by and one of us will be glad to sell you
raffle tickets. If you’re out of town, mail us a check
and we’ll mail you the tickets and put your stubs in
the drawings to be held at 7:00 PM on December
15th. So help us support Education in Kendall
County!
Later in September I’ll be contacting those
Brethren who are coming up on those service milestones of 65, 60, and 50 years which are those recognized by the Grand Lodge of Texas. Kendall
Lodge will be honoring those men who will achieve
25 and 40 years of Masonic Service during this Masonic Year. I will present your options on receiving
the awards and finding out what your wishes are.
Also from all of us to all of you – Congratulations!
On August 25th Kendall Lodge put on a Graded
Master Mason’s degree for a Brother. Right Wor-
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shipful T. K. Anthony from the Grand Lodge of
Texas’ Committee on Work came and did the grading for our Degree Team. I’ve had people ask me
why we do it, as we don’t get recognition outside of
the Grand Communication at Waco in December.
During my year in the East I restarted the tradition
of doing graded degrees after decades of absence for
one reason. I knew that Kendall Lodge had outstanding Brethren who worked hard to hone their
esoteric and floor work skills to become better.
However until you place yourself against a standard
you don’t really know how you measure up or how
much you have to learn and improve. So Brethren… come to practice, be part of the team, and join
us as we work toward graded Entered Apprentice
and Fellowcraft degrees.
Finally, the 2014 Grand Master’s Workshop for
the 51st and 52nd Masonic Districts will take place in
Kerrville on Saturday, September 20, 2014 at Kerrville Lodge No. 697. It will start at 10:00 A.M. and
Kerrville Lodge will have a light lunch following
the meeting. You don’t have to be an officer or Past
Master to attend, just a plain ol’ Master Mason.
RSVP not required so come, have some fun, and
learn with us!
Remember:
On every third Monday we have a great fellowship and a good meal with our Brethren,
their families, visiting Brethren, visitors, and
guests. We start serving at 6:15 PM and
don’t stop until just prior to our Stated Meeting at 7:30 PM. Our Stewards work hard to
make each meal great! So you, your wife,
and children come and join us. I guarantee
you that you will come back!
Gary L. Bausell, PM
Secretary

Building Preservation Fund
August 2014 Donations
Donor

In Memory/Honor of

Bob Easterling

Margie Hoops

David Bruton

Bill Scales & Ross Raymond

Clarence Smith

Roy Smith

Abb Kestler

Bill Scales & Ross Raymond
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OUR LODGE BUILDING’S FUTURE DEPENDS ON US
Our lodge building, like many of us, is starting to age. It is a beautiful building and has
long been a place of prominence in our community. Many of us received our degrees and
were raised within its walls. I am sure most of us have many fond memories of times spent
with our Brethren sitting in lodge, attending dinners, fund raisers, award ceremonies, family
activities, and other functions in our building. Although the members are what the lodge is
truly about, our building is an integral part of all we do.
Many of our past Brethren worked hard to provide us with a wonderful building that
would withstand the test of time for Masons to work and fellowship. It is up to us and future
Masons to make sure we keep our lodge up to date and in good condition. The building
structure is sound, but we have to look forward to present and future major repairs. We just
completed remodeling our kitchen, but looming in the future is replacement of critical electrical wiring and roof and parking lot repairs or replacement. We must keep our building
safe and within code standards at all times. The best way to prepare for future major repairs,
to keep our building in a good state of repair, and to modernize different elements when necessary is through our Building Preservation Fund. Last year, after relying on benevolent donations, we were able to replace one of our air conditioners and complete necessary kitchen
repairs. After much consideration, the members opted to establish a Building Preservation
Fund to be funded by donations from the members. The purpose of the fund is to be able to
make significant repairs without having to go out to the members for benevolent donations.
The fund is only to be used for major repairs and maintenance and the use of the fund has to
receive approval by a vote of the members of the lodge.
Our new WM has appointed a committee to plan ways to raise funds for future maintenance while at the same time making our property more aesthetic pleasing. We can assist
today and in years to come by making individual donations. There is no minimum requirement for a donation, and members can make donations in honor of or memory of loved ones
and friends. This year the Trestleboard reflects donations to the Building Preservation Fund
by members monthly without identifying the amount donated. What better way to memorialize or honor someone than to know the money will be used in that person’s name to help
keep our building standing strong and beautiful in our community?
I know for a fact many lodges are currently selling their buildings and leasing space for
their meetings and activities. They are doing this because their buildings require major repairs and they do not have the funds to make them. Do we want this to happen to our building or do we want to make sure it stands the test of time for many decades to come?
It is up to us to ensure that our building and property will continue to serve our and future
masonic activities.
I urge you to consider donating to the Building Preservation Fund while honoring or memorializing family and friends at any time for any amount.
Fraternally,
Bob Easterling, PM
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The 51st District’s DDGM, R∴W∴ James A. Wheeler is Greeted by
Kendall Lodge’s Master, W∴ David K. Bruton after His August Of icial Visit

Texas Hill Country DeMolay Chapter

(l to r) Taylor Hoiberg, Cameron Valedez, Jared Schwartz,
Davis Schwartz, Parker Archilla, John Caron, Ryker Don

Master Councilor Parker Archilla
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