
FROM THE EAST

Life is What Happens When You’ve 

Made Plans

An interes�ng thing happened to me the other day.  It was 
a Thursday morning, and started out like most days do for 
us.  Get up, get the kid up, get ready for work, get the kid 
dressed for school, do a couple of chores around the house, 
kiss Beth and the kid goodbye, and head off for work.  Beth 
was going to drop the kid off at school and then head for 
Houston with her folks for a couple of days at her sister and 
brother-in-law’s house.  Declan and I were going to do the 
whole bachelor thing while she was gone.  The next week 
was Grand Lodge, and I was excited to be going to repre-
sent Kendall Lodge.  We were working on ge�ng the up-
coming Master Mason Degree all lined up and fleshed out.  
Lots of exci�ng stuff going on.  We had such great plans laid 
out.

Then life happened.

Six miles from the house, my cell phone rang.  It was Beth, 
and I wondered what I had forgo�en at the house. 

“Hello?”

“You’ve got to come home!  I’ve broken my foot!”

Just like that, everything changed.  Two days, a steel plate, 
a handful of screws, and a prescrip�on for pain killers later, 
we were back safe and sound at home.

The last two weeks have been filled with adjustments.  Ad-
justments for Beth, who isn’t supposed to put any weight 
on her le� foot for another four weeks at least, and now 
has to depend on others for the simplest of thing.  Adjust-
ments for Declan, who has to ride with me to school and 
back home every day, and who is ge�ng to learn a whole 
new schedule because of that.  Adjustments for me as well.  
Morning, work, and evening schedules need to be rear-
ranged.  I’m becoming quite the housewife and king of the 
laundry room.  In two short weeks, I’ve become an im-
promptu wheelchair mechanic, handicap ramp builder, and 
I even have a line on a second career if this whole IT thing 
falls through.
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What I’m trying to get at is that we all need to be ready to 
make adjustments.  Our best planning and scheduling and 
scheming can go up in smoke without a moment’s no�ce.  
Situa�ons change.  People move away, or businesses close.  
As much as we’d like to believe otherwise, the simple fact is 
that we all spend a great deal of �me reac�ng to the world 
around us.  

This is true regardless of whether you’re talking about your 
family, job, neighbors, church, or lodge.  As much as we talk 
about things remaining unchanged, things DO change.  
Maybe the Commi�ee on Work will come out with a new 
pronuncia�on for one of the words in the ritual.  Maybe 
the Grand Master will issue a proclama�on that changes 
the way we do things.  Shoot, maybe your wife will bring 
home a pure blood whatchamadoodle puppy.  Regardless, 
changes do happen and adjustments have to be made.  Will 
you be ready to make those adjustments?

Dow Mathis 
Master
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Can the Hiramic Legend be found in the Bible?
Robert P. Kaltenbach

I have titled this research paper, "Can the Hiramic Leg-
end be found in the Bible?". That is obviously a question, 
and I hope by the time you reach the end of this work, you 
will have found the answer to that question. For a good defi-
nition of legends and traditions, let us consider the one giv-
en by Dr. E. Raymond Capt in his book "The Traditions of 
Glastonbury". He says, and I quote: "Consider the Traditions 
of Glastonbury, they cannot be dismissed as mere fables for 
legend is not fiction, nor is truth confined only to that which 
can be established by documentary evidence. It is a fact 
that legends and traditions are generally rooted in a basis of 
truth. In the absence of proof to the contrary, there is no 
reason why one would not accept traditions as having a 
foundation in fact. "

Many would say that we should begin our search for the 
answer by looking at the Scottish Rite of Masonry, they 
have many degrees and they have extensive libraries for 
research purposes, so let us start our quest there. The Long 
Beach Scottish Rite is one of the few that confers all 29 de-
grees, namely degrees 4 through 32. One might immediate-
ly ask why do they start with 4? The answer to that comes 
from the Grand College of Rites, an organization in Wash-
ington, D.C., that keeps track of all the Rites in existence 
and who is currently conferring them in the United States of 
America. The State of Louisiana is the only State in the U.S. 
that confers, in the Scottish Rite, the Scottish Rite degrees 
1, 2, and 3 All the other jurisdictions, including the State of 
Louisiana, have Symbolic York Rite Grand Lodges, and 
therefore all of the subordinate lodges throughout the entire 
U.S. are actually Symbolic York Rite Lodges.

In California, the Long Beach Scottish Rite confers de-
grees 4 through 32, but most other Valleys only confer de-
grees 4, 14, 16, 18, 30, 31 and 32. For the other degrees, 
they have written a book titled "A Bridge to Light", which is 
used as a textbook for classroom lectures about the other 
degrees that they do not confer. Since 33 is an important 
number in the Scottish Rite, we might look at page 33 in this 
book. There we find a discussion of the 6th degree. In the 
ceremony, it says "In the Scottish Rite workings of the Sym-
bolic Degrees (1-3) the Pythagorean Tetrad is an important 
symbol. Since it is not to be found in the York Rite symbols 
of these degrees, it is not well known among Masons in 
America, virtually all of whom take the first three degrees in 
York Rite lodges." Well there you have it, the Scottish Rite 
book,- page 33, tells you that the first three degrees of Ma-
sonry in the United States of America are York Rite de-
grees. So, if we were to look for the continuation or conclu-
sion of the Hiramic legend, we should turn to the York Rite.

In turning to the York Rite we find considerable history 
discussed in the book "The York Rite of Freemasonry" by 
Frederick G. Speidel. This is one of the finest books availa-
ble on Freemasonry. One of the first things we learn is the 
traditional story that in 1717 four lodges in England formed 
the Grand Lodge of England and documented Freemasonry 
proceeds forward from that point. One might ask "where did 
the four lodges come from that formed the Grand Lodge of 
England?" The York Rite consists of four bodies:

The Symbolic (Blue) Lodge The Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons (Capitular Masonry) The Council of Royal and Se-
lect Masters (Cryptic Masonry) The Commandery of Knights 
Templar (Chivalric Masonry)

We find some things of particular importance before 
1717: 1390 A.D. - the Regis Poem mentions many things 
before 1717 926 A.D. - the York Legend of King Athlestan 
(Mark Master Degree)

When we look at 1390 A.D. and 926 A.D. we must con-
clude that Freemasonry was around long before the four 
lodges formed the Grand Lodge, it appears that it was 
around for at least eight centuries before 1717!

Immediately after the organization of the Grand Lodge, 

a search was conducted throughout England for all existing 
Masonic documents. These were analyzed by Dr. James 
Anderson, a Presbyterian minister, who sifted through the 
collected data and constructed a Constitution for the gov-
ernment of the Grand Lodge. This was adopted in 1723. 
Anderson's Constitution of 1723 included a history of Ma-
sonry that preceded recorded history and was actually a 
condensation of numerous legends and allegories that had 
previously existed within the craft. This Constitution also 
included charges for the Entered Apprentices and Fel-
lowcrafts.

After several years, additional background material was 
accumulated and Dr. Anderson revised his Constitution in 
light of the new discoveries. This edition was adopted by the 
Grand Lodge and is known as Anderson's Constitution of 
1738. Adjustments had been made in the legendary history 
of the craft and a number of the charges that had previously 
been applied to Fellowcrafts were now assigned to the new 
degree of Master Mason.

The early Constitutions of Freemasonry were decidedly 
Christian in nature. The operative Masons were predomi-
nantly Roman Catholic in England until the Protestant 
Reformation of the 16th century. Anderson's Constitutions of 
1723 and 1738 omitted all pre-existing references to Christi-
anity, and modern Symbolic Freemasonry embraces all reli-
gions.

In addition to the Grand Lodge of England, in 1730 the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland was formed and in 1736 the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland was formed. After the establishment of 
the Grand Lodge in 1717, that body instituted a number of 
practices that overly modernized the craft in the opinion of 
many Masons. They became known as the "Moderns". 
Therefore, in 1751, six independent London lodges formed 
The Ancient Grand Lodge or "Ancients".

This was actually the resurrection of the first undocu-
mented Grand Lodge of England which was formed in 926 
A.D., at York under King Athlestan. These four Grand Lodg-
es chartered many lodges in the United States of America. 
Those that were chartered by the "Moderns" were basically 
F. & A.M., those that were formed by the Grand Lodges of 
Ireland, Scotland and the "Ancients" were A.F. & A.M. As 
these lodges formed their own Grand Lodges, they deviated 
somewhat from the original degrees that had been given to 
them. This explains why we see so many different rituals 
practiced in the United States.

In 1813, the two Grand Lodges that existed in England, 
after an extended period of discussion, merged into the 
United Grand Lodge of England. The main thing that had 
kept them apart was the dominant subject of their discus-
sions. The delegates shared different views as to the place 
the degree of the Holy Royal Arch should, or should not, 
occupy in the official structure of Freemasonry. Delegates 
from the "Modern" Grand Lodge advocated its omission, 
while the "Ancient" delegates maintained it should he incor-
porated into the system. After much debate and arbitration, 
the following statement was inserted into the act of union, "It 
is declared and pronounced, that pure Ancient Masonry 
consists of three degrees and no more; viz: Those of the 
Entered Apprentice, the Fellowcraft, and the Master Mason, 
including the Supreme Order of the Holy Royal Arch."

So, what have we learned? We learned that in 1813, 
Masonry actually consisted of only three degrees, namely 
the Entered Apprentice and Fellowcraft, and also the newly 
created Master Mason Degree including the Supreme Order 
of the Holy Royal Arch. Those who have not gone through 
the Royal Arch Chapter Degrees are not aware that in the 
Master Mason Degree, we only saw part of the story. Pieces 
were left out, and the basis of it all was that the Masters 
Word was lost and a substitute was given for it. In fact, the 
Masters Word was never lost! There were a lot of things 
surrounding its being hidden but the important thing is this, 

(Con�nued on page 3)
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in the Royal Arch Degree we find that which was lost by 
finding the key! Thus the story is complete.

Having now thrown some history into it all, we unfortu-
nately find that the York Rite doesn't supply us with the an-
swer to our question, but we do find a clue! In 1766, the 
first Royal Arch Chapter was formed, and thus began the 
separation of the Master Mason Degree from the Supreme 
Order of the Holy Royal Arch. The Master Mason Degree 
tells us that the Grand Master Hiram Abif was no longer 
alive at the time the Temple was completed. But, we find 
secular history telling us that he was alive and well at the 
dedication of the Temple. How could both stories be true? 
There is a way! How do we find out? The clue is this, if we 
can separate the two degrees, it is possible that we have 
two stories about two different people! Where could we turn 
after looking at the Scottish Rite and the York Rite and not 
finding the answer to our question? We must turn to the 
most obvious place of all --- the Great Light of Masonry, the 
Holy Bible. There we will find our answer!

When we look at the Holy Bible, we find that there are 
two accounts of the building of King Solomon's Temple. We 
find an account in 1st Kings and another in 2nd Chronicles. 
Why two accounts? Were there two temples? We know 
better than that! There was but one temple so we must un-
derstand the history that leads us to find two accounts. 
Let's go back in time. Dr. John Gerstener, former Professor 
of Church History at the Xenia Theological Seminary in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania had a favorite question. If you 
were to summarize the Bible in one word, what would your 
choice be? His choice, and I agree with him, was redemp-
tion. God knew before the fall of Adam that he would fall 
and provided a means to redeem him which was the prom-
ise He made to Adam.

The call of Abraham was the beginning of the imple-
mentation of that plan of redemption. Abraham was given 
many blessings, and these blessings were passed on to his 
son Isaac and then passed on to his son Jacob. Jacob was 
the father of twelve children, his son Joseph, was his favor-
ite. You have probably heard the story of how Joseph was 
hated by his brothers and sold into slavery and went 
through numerous negative experiences. Refusing the ad-
vances of Pharaoh's wife, she then accused him of raping 
her. Falsely accused, thrown into prison. this man had 
nothing but bad times. But in the end, when Pharaoh had a 
dream and could not understand it, he was told of a man in 
prison that could tell him its meaning. Pharaoh sent and 
had Joseph brought to him and when he interpreted the 
dream, Pharaoh made him the number two man in all of 
Egypt. He had tremendous power. His own people, his fa-
ther and his brothers, were going through a great famine, 
they came to him and he saved them, he forgave them, he 
loved them. He loved his father and his father was happy to 
see his son.

Israel was near death and he called his sons to him 
and of his twelve sons, he first blessed the eleven. But 
when he blessed Joseph, he passed the blessing on to his 
two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, and said that they shall 
be known by his name Israel. Now we find the twelve sons 
of Jacob become the heads of the twelve tribes of Israel. 
And we also know that there is the 13th tribe, namely the 
tribe of Manasseh because of Joseph's blessing being split 
between his two sons. We find the history of the Hebrew 
people going on until the death of Solomon. After Solo-
mon's Temple was completed by our ancient brethren, we 
find the ten northern tribes, known as the Kingdom of Isra-
el, rebelled against Solomon's son Rehoboam, and com-
plained about the heavy tax burden that his father had 
placed upon them. Well things haven't changed much, 
we're still griping about taxes.

The tribe of Judah, with the Benjamites, remained loyal 
to Rehoboam, who then doubled the tax burden of the peo-

Hiram Abif in the Bible:  (Con�nued from page 2) ple. This caused the ten northern tribes to secede from the 
monarchy and thus the Hebrew nation suddenly became 
two kingdoms, the Kingdom of Judah and the Kingdom of 
Israel. As we go forward in history, we find that about one 
hundred years before the destruction of the Temple by Neb-
uchadnezzar, the Assyrians conquered the ten northern 
tribes and hauled them off to the Caucasus mountains, and 
took the people from that area known as Samaria, and 
moved them to what was the Kingdom of Israel, a common 
military maneuver at that time. When Christ went to Jerusa-
lem, He found the Good Samaritan there. Also, He sent His 
apostles out to the lost sheep of the House of Israel, obvi-
ously they were to go to where they had been moved.

So, the result of all this is that there was a split in re-
cording the chronological actions of the Kingdoms, there 
were now two kingdoms. The books of Kings record the 
chronological events of the Kings of Judah. Chronicles rec-
ords the chronological events of the Kings of Israel. Having 
Saul, David and Solomon common to both kingdoms is why 
we have two accounts of the building of King Solomon's 
Temple

Let us look first at Chronicles to see what we can find. 
We find in 2nd Chronicles, chapter 2 verse 3, "and Solomon 
sent to Huram the King of Tyre, saying, as thou didst deal 
with David my father and didst send him cedars to build him 
a house to dwell therein even so deal with me"; skipping 
down to verse 7, "send me now therefore a man cunning to 
work in gold and in silver and in brass and in iron and in pur-
ple, and in crimson, and in blue and that can skill to grave 
with the cunning men that are with me in Judah and in Jeru-
salem whom David, my father did provide. "

Skipping down to verse 13, "Huram, King of Tyre, said 
and now I have sent a cunning man, endued with under-
standing, of Huram my father's, the son of a woman of the 
daughters of Dan, and his father was a man of Tyre, skillful 
to work in gold, and in silver, in brass, in iron, in stone, and 
in timber, in purple, in blue. and in fine linen, and in crimson; 
also to grave any manner of graving, and to find out every 
device which shall be put to him, with thy cunning men, and 
with the cunning men of my lord David thy father." Skipping 
now to chapter 3, verse 1, "Then Solomon began to build 
the house of the Lord at Jerusalem in mount Moriah, where 
the Lord appeared unto David his father, in the place that 
David had prepared in the threshing floor of Ornan the 
Jebusite. And he began to build in the second day of the 
second month, in the fourth year of his reign. "

So we find Solomon. according to this story, talked to 
Huram --- by the way, why do we have this Huram, Hiram 
thing? Hebrew has no vowels, so Huram or Hiram would 
have been spelled the same. The King James translators 
tried to put vowels in to get the proper English pronuncia-
tion, but made a few errors. They decided on the side of 
consistency; throughout Chronicles they used Huram, 
throughout Kings they used Hiram. Nobody can be sure, but 
one thing we should note, is that Solomon entered into an 
agreement with Hiram of Tyre to build the house and to 
have a man sent to him who could do everything. That man 
was the son of a woman of the daughters of Dan and then 
the Temple was built.

Now let's look for a moment at 1st Kings. We find in 
chapter 6, verse 1, "and it came to pass in the four hundred 
and eightieth year, after the children of Israel were come out 
of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign 
over Israel, in the month Zif which is the second month, that 
he began to build the house of the Lord. " Going on we find 
in verse 38, "and in the eleventh year, in the month Bul. 
which is the eighth month, was the house finished through-
out all the parts thereof, and according to all the fashion of 
it. So was he seven years in building it." Skipping over to 
chapter 7, we find King Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out 
of Tyre. He was a widow's son of the tribe of Naphtali. The 

(Con�nued on page 5)
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Kendall Masonic Lodge No. 897 
Deaths

Albert “Bert” Racer

Almighty Father!  Into Thy hands we commend the 
soul of our beloved Brother.

SECRETARY’S CORNER

Brethren… well here we are in 2018 and one month is already 
gone!  We had the 182nd Grand Communication in Waco on the 
18th through 20th of January and I hope you got to go.  This is 
where the Grand West either agrees with the proposed resolutions 
and GM Recommendations or votes the changes down.  Either 
way it’s interesting.

Also I still have a dozen or two dues cards still in my office.  Send 
you dues in and I’ll get that card out to you.  

Here are a few things to put on your calendar for Feb-
ruary:

 On Saturday, February 3rd at 9:00 AM 
Kendall Masonic Lodge No. 897 will be rais-
ing a Fellowcraft Mason to the sublime degree 
of a Master Mason!  How long has it been since 
you have been to a degree or worked in one?  If 
you’re a Master Mason, then come on down 
and watch with us. 

 Then on Saturday, February 17th we will 
host our Sweethearts whose Masons have gone 
on to that Celestial Lodge above, as well as our 
Sweetheart wives at a luncheon at Kendall 
Lodge.  We will start fellowship at 11:15 AM 
with the Luncheon at 12:00 PM.  We will have 
entertainment and a program for the ladies.  
Come, join us, but please RSVP to the lodge so 
the Stewards can get an estimate.

Monday, February 19th, will be our Feb-
ruary Stated Meeting with Dinner starting at 
6:30 PM, Food and Fellowship last until 7:20 
PM or so, and our Stated Meeting starts at 7:30 
PM.  Some of our wives stay in the Banquet 
Room during the meeting so bring your wife 
and/or other family members and come to the 
dinner and meeting.

This Stated Meeting will also be the First 
Official Visit for our new District Deputy 

Grand Master, a Kendall Lodge Past Mas-
ter, the Right Worshipful Robert M. “Bob” 
Tucker.  So, come and join us as the Right 
Worshipful brings “words of wisdom” from the 
Grand Master. 

ALSO OF INTEREST TO PUT ON YOUR CALENDAR:

Nobles of Boerne Shrine Club.  
Our Stated Meeting for February will be at 
the Longhorn Café in Boerne.  We meet at 
6:00 PM for Fellowship and have a short busi-
ness meeting at 7:00 PM.  If you are a Noble 
and don’t belong to  the Boerne Shrine Club 
then come and eat with us.  You might want to 
join.  If you’re a Master Mason who is interest-
ed in the Shrine and our philanthropy, then 
come eat with us and we’ll tell you what you 
have to do to join Alzafar Shrine and the 
Boerne Shrine Club.

 The M. C. Holman Masters, Wardens and 
Secretaries Association of the 51st Masonic 
District, Grand Lodge of Texas will meet on 
Wednesday, February 28th, 2018 at Fredericks-
burg Lodge No. 794 in Fredericksburg, TX and 
you can join us.  We have a light meal at 6:30 
PM and a short Business Meeting at 7:00 PM.  
All Masons, their wives, and other visitors are 
welcome to attend.

We’re here and we always have something going on 
that you can be a part of and make a difference.

Gary L. Bausell 
Secretary
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February Birthdays 
Brother Date

Robert L. Carpenter II 2/3

Sco� A. Davis 2/7

John J. Vidas 2/7

Steven C. Marsh 2/9

Edward J. Vogt 2/11

Frank "Billy" W. Lieck 2/14

Robin L. Scheel 2/14

William H. Mayo 2/16

Sermet D. Agolli 2/19

Kenneth L. Fitzpatrick Jr. 2/19

Josue' M. Mar�nez 2/20

Lyle B. Schichner Sr. 2/22

Sco� D. Hoiberg 2/23

Robert F. Todd 2/28

Charles L. Clark 2/28

Gary M. Coffey 2/29

Raised In February
Brother Years Ago

Carl E. Praesel Jr. 53

John L. Eaton 49

Gary D. Lawson 48

Stephen L. Hill 45

Thomas I. Pipes 44

Gaylin E. Kinsey 42

Michael R. Arthur 41

Gary M. Coffey 40

Alfred C. Gray 39

David K. Clerico 35

Lennox W. Stewart 33

John D. Pritche� 31

Jay M. Miller 21

John J. Vidas 18

John E. Davis 8

Gabriel H. Garner 5

Building Preservation January 
Donations

Donor In Memory/Honor of

Bob Easterling Easterling Family

Abb Kestler Jr. Bro. Dutch Hutsell

Billy Lemmons Jr Bro Billy Lemmons Sr
Temple is done, why did he have to fetch him?  Why didn't 
he just ask for him to come if he needed him?  Obviously to 
protect him.  Who was he?

He was a widow's son of the tribe of Naphtali and his 
father was a man of Tyre. A worker in brass only, and he 
came to Solomon and finished all of his work. What work? 
The Temple was done. What have we learned from this? 
We have learned that a man was sent, who was the son of 
a woman of the daughters of Dan, but here we find a wid-
ow's son of the tribe of Naphtali. The first one, called Huram 
in this instance, could do everything. He was not a widow's 
son he was the son of a woman of the daughters of Dan. 
His father was a man of Tyre. The Temple was completed.

Then we find Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of 
Tyre, he was a widow's son. The only way he could be a 
widow's son is if his father were dead. Who was this second 
man? Abif in Hebrew means master or father. The first man 
was the master of the second and probably his father. As is 
the case of many craftsmen, their father was their master 
and if something were wrong, and the father had died, it 
would be logical to have his son complete his work even 
though the Temple was for all intents and purposes com-
plete. It wasn't really finished and Solomon fearing that the 
same fate that befell the father would fall upon his son, sent 
and fetched him; meaning he sent armed guards, soldiers, 
to be sure that he arrived safely. When he arrives, what 
does he do?

Let me read to you from 2nd Chronicles, chapter 4 
verse 11. I'll read it verbatim and you change the word to 
Hiram. "And Hurum made the pots, and the shovels, and the 
basins. And Huram finished the work that he was to make 
for King Solomon for the house of God; To wit, the two pil-
lars, and the pommels, and the chapiters which were on the 
top of the two pillars, and the two wreaths to cover the two 
pommels of the chapiters which were on the top of the pil-

Hiram Abif in the Bible:  (Con�nued from page 3)

lars."
Finally, we find in verse 16 the culmination of it all: "The 

pots also, and the shovels, and the flesh-hooks, and all their 
instruments, did Huram his father make to King Solomon for 
the house of the Lord of bright brass." Let me read that 
again, for this is the second Hiram speaking of the first be-
cause he could not do bright brass. What does he say? "and 
the pots also, and the shovels, and the flesh-hooks, and all 
their instruments, did Huram his father make to King Solo-
mon for the house of the Lord of bright brass. "

I'm indebted to the works of Morris Marks and Morris 
Rosenbaum for their research work on this and for getting 
me started. I am indebted to the works of Dr. E. Raymond 
Capt for the Biblical history; and to Frederick G. Speidel for 
his wonderful book "The York Rite of Freemasonry". More 
importantly I am indebted to God for having revealed to me 
this great truth which I am sharing with you. There were two, 
the second one was there for the dedication of the temple, 
the first one is honored throughout all of Masonry and all of 
its degrees because he was the architect of the work. While 
we honor his memory, at the dedication of the temple, he 
was dead. His son, being a widow's son, because his father 
was dead, finished the work of his father and we find that 
revealed to us in the Great Light of Masonry, the Holy Bible. 
I started my paper asking you a question. Can the Hiramic 
Legend be found in the bible? I hope that I have now an-
swered that question and I thank you for affording me the 
opportunity to present this work to you!


