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FROM THE EAST

Gree ngs Brethren,
The other evening, we had a visitor at
lodge before ﬂoor prac ce. This man is
interested in joining the fraternity, and came by to introduce himself and get to know some of the guys. As we visited with him, we talked about some of the procedures involved in becoming a mason. He talked about masons in
his own family who now reside in that Celes al Lodge
Above, and about rela ves who are masons now. It was a
good conversa on, and I have hopes that he will return and
eventually ask for a pe on.
The next morning it occurred to me that I had failed our
visitor. I had neglected to ask him why he wanted to join.
Now, you might think that the reason is obvious. You
might think that he wants to join because other men he’s
known and respected are masons. And you might be right.
It was certainly a factor when I joined. However, as I think
on this, I’m beginning to believe that that isn’t enough. Our
rolls are ﬁlled with the names of men who joined “because
Old So-in-so was a mason,” yet many of those same names
have been all too seldom seen in our ler’s book a er being raised to the Sublime Degree. Why is that, do you
think? If “Old So-in-so” was a great enough inﬂuence for a
man to spend his hard-earned money, me and eﬀort to
pe on, go through the degrees and learn the work, then
why wasn’t “Old So-in-so” a good enough reason to stay?
As I look back on the road I’ve travelled in the short me
since knocking at the door of Freemasonry, I ﬁnd that the
things that originally a racted me to the fraternity, namely
that my dad and great uncle had been masons, are NOT the
things that keep me coming back. While my masonic heritage is a great source of pride to me, the real reason I come
back is that through freemasonry, I’ve learned to see things
diﬀerently. We’re told that we are en tled to all the light
our lodge can bestow. For me, seeing with the added light
of freemasonry has changed the way I see myself, my fami-

ly, my job, my community, and the world at large. With
this added light, I’m challenged daily to make myself, and
by extension, those around me, be er. Be er in my dealings with others, be er in my duty to my God and family,
be er in the way I approach diﬃcult situa ons. Be er in
dozens of other ways, some of which I’m not even conscious of un l much later.
We say that the fraternity makes good men be er. What
kind of job are we doing? At Kendall Lodge, we have just
shy of 220 Master Masons in good standing on our rolls, yet
we average only about 10% of that at our mee ngs. Where
are the rest? Oh, I know that some are far away, and that
some are inﬁrm and unable to make the trip to lodge, and
that others work or have other obliga ons on their me.
But what about the rest? The plain truth is that a man will
ﬁnd me for those things that are important to him, and as
most of our members do not a end, it must be that the
lodge is no longer important to them.
I write all of this to ask you a ques on. Why did YOU become a mason? Was it because of “Old So-in-so”, or was it
something more? Ask yourself if that’s s ll the reason.
What keeps YOU coming back? If you AREN’T coming back,
then why not? My number is 210-279-6173. My email is
wm@kendalllodge897.org . Call or email me and tell me
why you haven’t been coming to lodge. Call me and tell me
why you have been coming. Shoot, call me and tell me it’s
none of my business. Regardless, ask yourself why you
joined, why you con nue coming, why you quit, what you’d
like to see diﬀerent, what would en ce you to return. Then
give me a call.

Dow Mathis
Master

Kendall Masonic Lodge No. 897
Deaths
Lewis “Nuckles” Gimbel
Almighty Father! Into Thy hands we commend
the soul of our beloved Brother.

Kendall Masonic Lodge No. 897 AF & AM

FROM THE WEST

Boerne, Texas

cate “from the instruc ve tongue, to the a en ve
ear”.
I hope to see everyone at this month’s Stated
Mee ng, and in case I don’t, have a happy and safe
Thanksgiving brethren.

Matt Archilla
Senior Warden

We made it Brethren! We made
it through the month of October, quite a busy month
at the Lodge. However, that seems like a prac ce run
for the months to come as the holiday season will be
upon us very soon. This month’s ar cle will begin to
dissect the seven liberal arts to understand their place
in specula ve Masonry, and we will begin with grammar.
I must admit, and assume, that grammar does not
seem like the most exci ng topic to research nor read
about. It is rather straight forward of a subject, and I
am quite sure one of which I am lacking in evidenced
by these very ar cles. However, as you will see, it is a
very big subject encompassing literally everything, and
as such it is the ﬁrst step to be taken as a building
block to the things to come.
Grammar goes all the way back to the beginning,
the beginning of crea on. In Genesis 2:19 God brings
all the “beasts of the ﬁeld and all the birds of the air”,
to Adam so that he may name each of them; thus,
naming them Adam claimed dominion over the same.
In our earliest schooling, even before that in fact, we
learn how to speak a language to communicate with
others. Entering grade school we are taught more formali es that allow us to communicate more eﬀec vely both in spoken and wri en forms. Essen ally there
are two forms of grammar, technical and exege cal.
The technical form of grammar is where we learn how
to structure sentences, and is generally what we all
think of when grammar is men oned, whereas Exege cal grammar is the meanings of words; the literal
deﬁni ons.
Grammar, therefore, is simply a means to communicate the stuﬀ in our heads, express them in a
common way by which we can understand, and thus
further the body of human knowledge through this
expression collec vely. Pause for a moment, and
think how chao c the world would be without the
simple subject of grammar. Where does this all ﬁt into
specula ve Masonry? Its simple: without grammar
we would not have a base from which to communi-
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FROM THE SOUTH

Brethren,
A couple weekends ago, our Lodge conducted a
Fellow Craft Degree. During this degree, I was sitting in the Junior Deacon’s seat observing all in
which I could. I was very pleased and amazed to
see the growth and hard earned work from those
putting on the degree. For those of you that missed
it, the degree went well. I don’t know about you,
but when I watch a degree, it’ is like watching it for
the first time. I will learn something new about the
degree and/ or will be reminded of something either
about the degree work or something deeper. For
this reason, I encourage members, active and nonactive, to come by and attend when you can. It is
always rejuvenating. I too need to attend more, so
if you haven’t made it much to the Lodge, you are
not the only one, so don’t worry about it. Come and
fellowship with your Brothers.
As in any degree work, everyone wants to do a
good job. Everyone wants to excel in their part.
Consequently, everyone feels bad when they skip
something, forget something, and/ or didn’t do
something as such. Everyone wants to put on a
great degree, as we should since the petitioner deserves it. We have all been there!
During the working process, when a Mason is
working, we all might swing our hammer a little too
hard chipping something we didn’t mean to chip (I
don’t know about you, but I have a lot of these moments). We miss the mark. Now we are in a position of what are we going to do about it? Do we
continue to recover or do we allow the “hard hit” to
get the best of us and then a big chunk gets
knocked off?? I don’t know about you, but I have
been in both predicaments.
As I was watching the degree, going through the
motions in my head and saying the parts to myself
trying to learn and see how much I knew, let me
say…I must have had Thor’s mighty hammer in one
hand, a flathead screw driver for my glasses in the
other hand while mentally trying to hit a tack! Then
it dawned on me…

Boerne, Texas

The degree work and masonry are known for
the “secrets”. According to the Merriam-Webster
dictionary, there are several definitions and meanings basically meaning a secret is defined as not
knowing or seeing or not meant to be known or
seen by others. As I continued reading, I read a
third esoteric definition stating “revealed only to
the initiated”.
As a Mason, regardless of an Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, or Master, we all knocked on
the door and began a process. We all initiated a
beginning which has lead us where we are now
within our masonry, your Masonic endeavor. It
wasn’t until watching this Fellow Craft degree, it
occurred to me, the chiseling away to put on a
great degree is no different than chiseling away
within yourself to become that better person.
Grant it, this may be news to some, but this was
one of those times when a parent tells you something over and over again, then it hits you.
Then another revelation struck me while
watching the degree. I wonder how many more
epiphanies I am going to have while watching, listening, and acting to or in a Degree itself. The
more and more I think about it, I figure more of
those inner secrets will be discovered depending
how much effort I put into it. Hence, another moment for me because I remembered a Master Mason telling me something similar when I first became a Master Mason. After my degree while being congratulated, a wise man told me “You will
get out of masonry what you put in it.” I listened
and heard to what he said, but didn’t understand it
until now.
This is a great adventure because we all
should be changing every day for the better to
ourselves to our God, our community, our families
and our self. After all, “if it doesn’t challenge you,
it doesn’t change you.” Have a great week and I
wish everyone safe travels as Thanksgiving approaches.

Ovidio Flores
Junior Warden
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SECRETARY’S CORNER

Brethren… I just wanted to wish you a Happy
Thanksgiving! I hope that you have a great day with
your families and enjoy the fun, fellowship, and food.
Also during this month I will be sending your dues notices for 2018. If you are an endowed member, 50+
Year Member, or Life Member I will send you your
own personal dues card!
Did you miss… the Fellowcraft Degree on October
14th? What about… the Stated Meeting on the 16th?
Did you come... to the Service Awards Night on October 23rd? If you didn’t why… why not?
Well if you did here are a few things to put on your
calendar for November:
Monday, November 20th, will be our November Stated Meeting with Dinner starting at
6:30 PM, Food and Fellowship last until 7:20
PM or so, and our Stated Meeting starts at 7:30
PM. Some of our wives stay in the Banquet
Room during the meeting so bring your wife
and/or other family members and come to the
dinner and meeting.

Boerne, Texas

ALSO OF INTEREST TO PUT ON YOUR CALENDAR:
The Boerne Shrine Club meets on Wednesday,
November 15th this month. If you would like to
attend we’ll be dining at the El Rio Mexican
Restaurant at 1361 S Main St in Boerne with
Fellowship Hour at 6:00 PM and a short Business Meeting at 7:00 PM. Come and join us.
We’re getting ready for the Children’s Magic
Show which will be on December 16th at 7:00
PM in the Champion High School.

Don’t say that there is nothing going
on at Kendall Masonic Lodge for you
or that you don’t have time. We always find times for those things we
consider important. Many of you
have gotten out of the “habit” of attending lodge. Well… start a new
“habit “ of being an active part of
our Fraternal Brotherhood and not
just “card carrying” members. We’re
here and we always have something going on that
you can be a part of and make a difference.

Gary L. Bausell
Secretary

Did you know that Kendall Lodge is conducting a Fall Raffle to support our Scholarship Fund for the three (3) Kendall County
High Schools? Please take a chance (or chances) on a $500 gift certificate to Bass Pro Outdoor World. Things for men and women
alike! Buy a ticket(s)!
The M. C. Holman Masters, Wardens and
Secretaries Association of the 51st Masonic
District, Grand Lodge of Texas is dark during
November and December 2017 due to conflicts
with the holidays. When we come back on
Wednesday, January 24th, 2018 then come to
Rising Star Lodge No. 429 in Center Point and
join us. Your wives and other visitors are welcome to attend.
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Receiving Service Awards On Oct 23rd (l to r)
Bro. Arthur “Bubba” Peel - 25 yrs
Bro. Roger Duncan - 40 yrs
Bro. Albert “Al” Rosenberg - 40 yrs
Bro. Charles “Chuck” Lianza - 40yrs

Kendall Masonic Lodge No. 897 AF & AM

Boerne, Texas

November Birthdays
Brother
Clarence M. Smith
Jonathan B. Cluck
Noah P. Gipson
Henry C. Kohl
Johnnie R. Wimpy Jr.
Herman H. Haas Jr.
James K. Duncan
William D. Hamme Jr.
Jeﬀery R. Christoﬀ
Daniel E. Roane
Ralph H. Wiesepape
Herman H. Haas
John E. Davis
David K. Bruton
Jimmie C. Adam
John D. Smith
Jeﬀrey L. Hamilton
Jackie D. Elliﬀ
Robert B. McGill
James R. Lloyd
Paul M. Holekamp
Sco A. Hardin
Carl G. Praesel
Terry S. Tro
Donald F. Hoose
David L. D'Spain
Charles C. Lianza Jr.

Raised In November
Date
11/3
11/4
11/4
11/4
11/4
11/5
11/6
11/7
11/9
11/9
11/9
11/10
11/10
11/10
11/11
11/14
11/15
11/17
11/17
11/20
11/23
11/23
11/25
11/25
11/27
11/28
11/30

Brother
William H. Sorenson
Oscar B. Mar n
Herbert A. Ri mann Jr.
Ralph H. Wiesepape
Don E. Herald
James L. Baker
Fred L. Waterman
Johan I. Kala
Mark E. Morley
James A. Earl IV
Jeﬀrey L. Hamilton
Sco A. Davis
John W. White
James E. Berne Jr.
Kenneth L. Fitzpatrick Jr.
Lee J. Raspberry
Jon B. Tipton
Ronald G. Trine
Terry S. Tro
James K. Hardin
Herman W. Floyd

Years
56
53
47
41
34
33
24
21
20
19
18
17
13
11
11
11
11
9
7
7
4

Receiving 50 Year Service Awards (l to r)
Bro. Abner “Abb” Kestler
Bro. Marvil L. Agold
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