Kendall Masonic Lodge No. 897 AF & AM
897 East Blanco Road • Boerne, Texas 78006

November 2015

FROM THE EAST
Greetings Brethren,
October was another very busy
and productive month for the
lodge. On October 3rd we conducted a Master Mason’s degree
at Camp Alzafar for Brother Jeff
Clark. We congratulate Brother
Clark and welcome him as our
newest Master Mason. It was a
beautiful outdoor setting and everyone enjoyed themselves. Our thanks go out to all those who helped make
this such a wonderful degree.
We held our Fall BBQ Fundraiser October 17th and are
still receiving mailed donations as of this printing, making this another successful fundraiser for our lodge.
Thanks to everyone who gave their time and energy to
make this event successful, with a special thank-you to
the members of OES #200 for their great desserts. Finally, we wish to recognize the DeMolay members who
helped throughout the day with serving the meals and
with cleaning up afterwards.
Brethren, in the most recent Trestle Board under
“Current Events,” we gave you the date of Monday, November 2nd as the date to honor our 25-year through 60year Masons. Because many of the recipients cannot be
present that evening, we will present our brothers with
their awards at the stated meeting on Monday, November 16th at about 7:00 pm immediately after the dinner.
Please invite your family and friends to join us in showing appreciation for their dedicated service to Masonry
and to Kendall Lodge.
Now, moving on to some of the upcoming November
activities:
On Monday evening, November 9th, we are holding
our first Quarterly Social Dinner and Philosophical
Round Table put together by Brother Matt Archilla, our
Senior Deacon. This will replace our normal practice for
that night. Brother Billy Lieck, our Steward, has graciously opened his restaurant, HillBillyz of Texas, at
1931 FM 473, just north of Boerne for this occasion.
We can order dinner from the menu and then enjoy a
round table discussion of the Masonic topic presented by
Matt. Our plan is to meet at the lodge at about 5:30 pm

and carpool to the restaurant at about 5:45 pm. If you
can’t carpool with us, please meet us up there when you
can. We should return to the lodge in a couple of hours.
An R.S.V.P. to Matt or myself would be appreciated so
we can give Billy some idea of how many to expect.
Please see Matt Archilla’s message on another page in
this issue for more details.
Friday, November 20th our monthly Social Activity
will consist of an evening at the theatre. We have reservations at The Boerne Community Theatre, located
across the street from the lodge. The production that
night should be a good one, as it is Neil Simon’s comedy
The Odd Couple, the very popular movie of 1968 that
starred Jack Lemmon and Walter Matthau, and that also
ran on Broadway for many years. We will gather at the
lodge for refreshments and fellowship at about 6:30 pm,
walking across the street about 7:30 pm for the 8:00 pm
start.
Tickets are $16.00 per person, reflecting a $4.00 group
-rate discount; therefore, I must make full payment to the
Theatre on Tuesday morning, November 17th. The deadline for your reservations and payment is no later than
the Stated Meeting on the 16th. If you would like to reserve now and pay between now and the 16th, please call
my cell phone (210) 218-2994 or send me an email at
williamcarder@earthlink.net, so I can start to get a possible head count. We hope that we will have a really good
turnout and are looking forward to seeing all of you with
your family members for a fun night at the theatre.
Also, let’s not forget that we need to continue selling
Raffle Tickets for the two hand guns. We have until the
December 21st Stated Meeting to sell more.
Lastly, and most importantly, I want to take this opportunity to remind all of you to Honor Our Veterans on
Wednesday, November 11th. I am calling the Blue
Lodge Dark on the 11th to celebrate Veterans Day.
Please thank our men and women for their military service and the many sacrifices they have made for all of
us.
Blue Lodge will be Dark on November 26th for
Thanksgiving, and I want to wish you and your families
a very Happy Thanksgiving holiday.

Sincerely and Fraternally,
Bill Carder
Worshipful Master
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FROM THE WEST

“So mote it be”
Why do Masons end their
prayers with the phrase
“So mote it be”
It is customary in contemporary English to end
prayers with a hearty “Amen,” a word meaning “So
be it.” It is a Latin word derived from the Hebrew
word meaning “certainly.” Thus a congregation
saying “Amen” is literally saying “So be it.”
The word “mote” is an archaic verb that means
“may” or “might”, and traces back to Old English. The phrase “So mote it be” means “So may it
be”, which is the same as “So be it.”
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answer goes back to the Regius Poem of about
1390 AD, the oldest known Masonic document
(now housed in the British Museum, London). It is
one of the Old Charges or Gothic Constitution used
by early Freemasons to regulate their trade. It has a
legendary history, regulations to guide the Mason
trade and rules of manners and moral conduct.
The poem ends famously with this couplet: “Amen!
Amen! So mote it be! So say we all for charity.”
Thus Freemasons today end their prayers “Amen!
Amen! So mote it be!” the same way they did in
1390.
The next time you’re in lodge and say “So mote it
be” after the chaplain finishes a prayer, remember
that you are continuing a 600 year old Masonic Tradition.
h p://www.lewisvillelodge.org/why-do-masons-end-theirprayers-with-the-phrase-so-mote-it-be-2/

Sincerely and Fraternally,
Clarence Smith
Senior Warden

So why do Masons end their prayer this way? The

October 3, 2015, A Beau ful Day A er A Well Executed MM Degree At Camp Alzafar
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FROM THE SOUTH
Greetings from the South

Wait the

me with pa ence.

Recently I had the experience
of undergoing back surgery.
While the surgery appears to be a
complete success, only time will
tell for sure whether I’ll heal up
as planned or not, which brings up the subject of
this article.
I’ve learned, or maybe that should be re-learned,
a valuable lesson. I have learned again to “await
the time with patience.” I “awaited the time” for
the medical staff to come and prep me for surgery.
I “awaited the time” for them to roll me into the
operating room. After waking, I “awaited the
time” for something to eat or drink, and later, I
“awaited the time” for the physical therapist to
come to teach me how to sit, stand, and lay down
so that I didn’t hurt myself. On getting home from
the hospital, I’ve been given the opportunity to
“await the time” for someone to pick up something
I’ve dropped, or to get something off of a bottom
shelf or top shelf for me. As I write this, I’m
“awaiting the time” to return to see my doctor to
find out whether or not I’ll be allowed to start driving again. After that, I’ll be “awaiting the time”
that I can return to work. For the sake of those
around me, I fervently hope that at least some of
this “awaiting the time” has truly been done with
patience.
We caution the candidate to “await the time
with patience” when he knocks at our door. Regardless of the words used, the waiting tends to add
nervousness rather than calmness, and most of us,
I’m sure, remember well the nervousness we felt as
we also “awaited the time with patience.” However, one thing that I’ve learned from my latest opportunities to, “await the time with patience,” is
that the waiting gives me the opportunity to look
back and evaluate why I’m here, what brought me
here, and what I hope to accomplish while I’m here
and beyond. Hopefully, your own time of waiting,
whenever it is, will likewise provoke the kind of
introspection that leads to a clearer knowledge of
oneself.
Sincerely and Fraternally,
Dow Mathis
Junior Warden
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Every Saturday
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9:00—10:00 am 10:00— Esoteric Round Table
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Floor Practice
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1st Tuesday
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Nov 4

1st Wednesday
6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Brownwood Commandery #22
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Nov 9

6:00 pm

Nov 11
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3rd Sunday
3:00—4:30 pm

Masonic Philosophical Round
Table, HillBillyz, 1931 FM 473
THC DeMolay
Dinner & Stated Meetings
THC DeMolay Advisory Council
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6:15 pm
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Brownwood Commandery #22
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4th Wednesday
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The Texas Hill Country DeMolay Helped Setup, Cleanup,
And Manned the BBQ Lunch Serving Line
(l to r) Parker Archilla, Jacob Hardin, & Sco Hoilberg
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November Birthdays
Brother
Clarence M. Smith
Henry C. Kohl
Jonathan B. Cluck
Johnnie R. Wimpy Jr.
Herman H. Haas Jr.
James K. Duncan
William D. Hamme Jr.
Daniel E. Roane
Jeﬀery R. Christoﬀ
Ralph H. Wiesepape
Herman H. Haas
David K. Bruton
John E. Davis
Jimmie C. Adam
John D. Smith
Jeﬀrey L. Hamilton
Calvin S. Sachers
Jackie D. Elliﬀ
Robert B. McGill
Roger F. Towns
James R. Lloyd
Sco A. Hardin
Terry S. Tro
Carl G. Praesel
Donald F. Hoose
David L. D'Spain
Charles C. Lianza Jr.

November Service Anniversaries

Birthday
11/3
11/4
11/4
11/4
11/5
11/6
11/7
11/9
11/9
11/9
11/10
11/10
11/10
11/11
11/14
11/15
11/16
11/17
11/17
11/18
11/20
11/23
11/25
11/25
11/27
11/28
11/30

Brother
John W. Edgar
William H. Sorenson
Oscar B. Mar n
James T. Stewart
Roger F. Towns
Herbert A. Ri mann Jr.
Ralph H. Wiesepape
Don E. Herald
James L. Baker
Fred L. Waterman
Mark E. Morley
James A. Earl IV
Jeﬀrey L. Hamilton
Sco A. Davis
James E. Berne Jr.
Kenneth L. Fitzpatrick Jr.
Lee J. Raspberry
Jon B. Tipton
Ronald G. Trine
Terry S. Tro
James K. Hardin
Herman W. Floyd

Years MM
64
54
51
46
45
45
39
32
31
22
18
17
16
15
9
9
9
9
7
5
5
2

Masonic Round Table — Philosophy, a Master’s Tool
Ma hew Archilla, Senior Deacon

The rough and smooth ashlar are not only symbolic of our nature in Masonry, but are also symbolic of our
journey throughout life as we strive for perfec on and use by the "builder." In opera ve Masonry a rough ashlar is a
stone that is unprepared for the builders use, it is rough with crude edges. Conversely, within opera ve Masonry, the
smooth ashlar is a stone that has been worked smooth and has been prepared for use by the builder.
In our cra , as specula ve Masons, the rough and smooth ashlar are objects that represent our moral and
spiritual life. Therefore as such the rough ashlar represents our nature before entering the Cra , rough, unprepared,
with crude edges. Our goal is to polish our moral and spiritual nature such that it is representa ve of the smooth
ashlar, smooth, polished and ready for the "builders" use.
In opera ve Masonry this goal of preparing a stone for use takes a lot of elbow grease and is ul mately accomplished by opposing forces. But how do we accomplish this goal within our great Ins tu on? We have many
diﬀerent "tools" available for our use to smooth out our rough edges, but one of the most eﬀec ve is philosophical discussion which o en oﬀers another person's view not considered. Thus, through philosophical discussion,
which oﬀers opposing forces through opposing view points, we can assist each other in becoming be er men, be er
ﬁt for the builders use.
It is with this in mind that Kendall Lodge has created a philosophical round table. The round table will meet
quarterly with our ﬁrst mee ng on November 9th at 6pm at Brother Billy Lieck's restaurant, HillBillyz on
FM 373. There will be good food, good drinks and great discussion. Please come and join us at our ﬁrst mee ng and
assist each other in the great goal of "making a good man be er." Interested Brethren please conﬁrm your a endance with an email to blackcell24@gmail.com so that we can ensure enough food and drinks.
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FROM THE
SECRETARY’S CORNER
Brethren… for those of
you who came to Camp
Alzafar for our Outdoor
Degree for Brother Jeff
Clark you saw a very
good degree. The weather was great while the sun
streaming through the
trees was almost breathtaking. If you missed it
and did not come then
plan on attending the next
one!
Here are a few things to put on your calendar for
November:
th
• On Monday, November 9 at 6:00 PM there will
be a Philosophical Round Table held at HillBillyz of Texas at 1931 FM 473, Brother Billy
Lieck has invited the Brethren to come out to his
establishment and enjoy an evening of Masonic
discussions. See you there.
th
• On Monday, November 16 , we will have our
November Stated Meeting with Dinner star ting
at 6:15 PM, Food and Fellowship lasting until
7:20 PM or so, and our Stated Meeting starting at
7:30 PM. Some of our wives stay in the Banquet
Room during the meeting so bring your wife and/
or other family members and come to the dinner
and meeting.
• After dinner and before the Stated Meeting begins we will honor our 60, 50, and 40 Year Masons who have achieved these year s of Masonic
Service along with their friends and families.
th
• On Friday evening, November 20 at 7:30 PM,
we will meet at the lodge between 6:00 PM and
7:00 PM for snacks and fellowship and then walk
across the street to the Boerne Community Theatre to see “The Odd Couple” by Neil Simon.
Tickets will be at the group rate of $16.
Coming Events:
• The Grand Lodge of Texas 2015 Grand Communication will be from December 3rd-5th this year as
usual in Waco. All Past Masters, Officers, and
Brethren are welcome to attend our tiled meetings
and wives are welcome to attend our Opening
Session on Thursday afternoon, Oration on Friday
afternoon, and Installation on Saturday afternoon.
There are also several meetings just for you, as
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well as trips that you and sign up and go on while
your Masons are toiling away.
• Also remember that we are taking donations for
raffle tickets for our Fall Raffle. The pr ize this
Fall going to be a His & Hers Handgun Set with a
semi-automatic Beretta for him and a Ladies Revolver for her along with a case and CHL class
for each. This is a win – win situation. You
win because you’re in the raffle with chances to
have your ticket drawn and high school seniors in
Boerne and Comfort win as some of them will be
given scholarships to earn a higher education. If
you’re in Boerne or the surrounding area, come by
and one of us will be glad to sell you raffle tickets.
If you’re out of town, mail us a check and we’ll
mail you the tickets and put your stubs in the
drawings to be held at 7:00 P.M. on December
21st. So help us support Education in Kendall
County!
To all of our members: The Worshipful Master
and Officers of Kendall Lodge wish you and
your family a bountiful Thanksgiving, warm
hearts, and close fellowship during the holidays.
Remember to be thankful for what you have been
given, loving to those whom you share your life
with, and grateful for the Brethren here to support
you. Have a safe holiday and see you on the other
side!
Remember… do not to say that there is nothing
going on at the lodge for you. We always have
something going on that you not only can be a part
of, but that we need you to be a part of.
Sincerely and Fraternally,
Gary L. Bausell
Gary L. Bausell, PM

Building Preservation Fund
October 2015 Donations
Donor

In Memory/Honor of

John Angle
Bob Easterling

John Robert Easterling

Bill Gooden
Abb Kestler Jr.

Bro. Abb Kestler Sr.

Billy Lemmons Jr.

Bro. Billy Lemmons Sr.

James Ziehmke
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One ticket will be drawn
To win BOTH of the following!

Beretta

Model 96
.40 Cal Pistol

Charter Arms

Pink Lady
Model 3830
.38 +P Cal Revolver

...and...

- Each Comes With Its Own -

Custom Monogrammed Rosewood Box
Gift Certificate For A Texas CHL Course
(CHL Course must be completed within 1 year)

Drawing to be held 7:00 pm, Dec 21, 2015, at 897 E Blanco Rd, Boerne, TX 78006
(Proceeds Help Fund Kendall County Scholarships and Chari es)
-O T
$5
F
$20 -

