
FROM THE EAST 

Greetings Brethren, 

January was another very busy and productive 
month for the Lodge.  On January 6th we conducted 
our Master Mason Education Night with Past Grand 
Master Gene Carnes as the guest speaker.  PGM 
Carnes provided the Lodge with some of his views 
about Masonry that were informative, educational 
and entertaining.  PGM Carnes’s eloquent talk, as 
usual, maintained the audience’s attention, and his 
audience wanted to hear more when he concluded.  
PGM Carnes’s excellent presentation drew a stand-
ing ovation and the gratitude of the Lodge. 

On January 13th we conducted an Entered Ap-
prentice Degree, and it was a great event.  The can-
didate had several Masonic family members attend, 
and their attendance made the event even more spe-
cial. 

Our January 20th dinner and stated meeting was 
a huge success!  Our stewards prepared and served a 
wonderful meal consisting of spaghetti and meat-
balls, salad, and garlic bread.    RW James A. 
Wheeler, our District Deputy Grand Master con-
ducted his official visit and passed on current infor-
mation from our Grand Master.  His message was 
well received, and we were all pleased that our 
Grand Master has declared this the “Year of 
You.” 

On behalf of our members, I would like to offi-
cially extend a “Thank You” to the Brownwood 
Commandery for their benevolent and generous do-
nation to our new Building Preservation fund.  Alt-
hough, our committee has not completed writing the 
document that will serve as our official program for 
donations and use of the fund, we are already re-
ceiving donations to it.  This fund is vital to our 
handling future major building repairs or catastro-
phes.  As our senior warden, Brother David Bruton, 
noted during our December stated meeting, our new 
deductible for insurance losses to the building is 

now $4,000.  Meeting the deductible is a significant 
financial event in its self.  The committee will pre-
sent the plan to the Lodge as soon as it is complete, 
and we will vote on it after discussion.  Once we 
vote to approve the plan, we will publish it in the 
Trestleboard.  However, the Lodge has already es-
tablished a bank account for the fund and will ac-
cept any donation of any amount if you would like 
to donate now. 

I want to acknowledge our Scholarship Commit-
tee Chair, Brother Billy Lemmons, and his wife An-
gie for all the hard work and effort they put into re-
searching, developing, and documenting an excel-
lent LodgeScholarship program.  On behalf of 
Brother Lemmons, Brother Clarence Smith present-
ed the new program to the Lodge during our last 
stated meeting and made a motion to adopt the pro-
gram.  We held a period of discussion after motions 
were made to adopt the program, and the Lodge vot-
ed to adopt it.  There will be copies available with 
our secretary in the event anyone would like a copy 
and I hope we can post it to our website.  Please see 
the top of Page 2. 

Sadly, I must report that three of our Kendall 
Brothers laid down their working tools and went to 
join the Supreme Architect of the Universe in Janu-
ary.  Please put the following Brethren and their 
families in your prayers:  Brothers Maurice Leh-
mann, Charles Long, and Dennis Nichols. 

The Lodge will host two great events in Febru-
ary that the Secretary and Senior Warden address in 
their articles.  I hope you will put them on your cal-
endar and plan to attend. 

I will provide a short presentation titled 
“Making a Good Man Better” as Masonic education 
for our February meeting.  Please feel free to give 
me a call if you would like to provide a Masonic 
program at any of our stated meetings. 

One of my priority goals is to keep the member-
ship informed about Lodge activities with the publi-
cation of our monthly Trestleboard can do the job.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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We have received many positive comments about 
the implementation of the monthly Trestleboard, 
and I urge you to let us know how we are doing 
with it.  If you would like to write an article for in-
clusion in one of our Trestleboards, please contact 
myself or the secretary. 

If you have an email address, I ask you to con-
tact our secretary and provide it for his database. 
Your email address will not be shared and it will be 
protected. 

We have started serving the stated meeting 
dinners at 6:15 pm instead of 6:30 pm to allow 

(Continued from page 1) 

Kendall County Masonic Lodge Scholarship 
Recipient Selection Process 

(Adopted January, 2014) 

 

1) The Counselors of each high school will select three 
(3) eligible candidates from among those students 
who complete the Local Scholarship Application.  The 
selection will be based on the following criteria: 

 Students with good grades, but not necessarily top 
students 

 Students with good school attendance 
 Students with community or extracurricular involve-

ment 
 Preference for those with financial need 
 Extra consideration will be given to students who 

have overcome a physical or family challenge 

2) Counselors will give each of the three candidates a 
Kendall Masonic Lodge Scholarship application sheet 
to fill out.  The application sheet will be provided to the 
Counselors by the Lodge (see sample on page 2).  
This sheet will contain instructions for a short essay 
on one of three topics - Honesty, Integrity or Morality, 
and will also list a completion deadline which will pro-
vide the Lodge’s Scholarship Committee sufficient 
time to review them. 

3) Based on the Scholarship Committee’s review of the 
essays, the Lodge will select one candidate from each 
high school to receive a scholarship.  The candidates 
who do not receive a scholarship will be given a certif-
icate and gift card in an amount to be determined by 
the Lodge.  

4) The Lodge Scholarships will be awarded to the select-
ed candidates at the Local Scholarship Program for 
each high school.  The gift cards can be either mailed 
to the other candidates, or given to the high school 
Counselors to hand-deliver. 

 

 

Kendall County Masonic Lodge #897 
Scholarship Application 

Due Date:______________ 

Student Name:_____________________________ 
Home Address:_____________________________ 
Email: ____________________________________ 
 
Instruc ons: 
Please a ach a short essay on one of the following topics: 

HONESTY — INTEGRITY — MORALITY 

You may write about one of these a ributes from any point of 
view you desire:  what it means to you, a personal example 
from your life, why the a ribute is important, etc.  Please 
limit your essay to approximately 300 words (about one page, 
double‐spaced). 

 

Return this form with a ached essay to 
the Counselor’s office by ________________________ 

the Lodge to schedule guest speakers with a fifteen 
minute block of time to present issues pertinent to 
our members and guests. 

Please feel free to contact the Secretary or me 
about any issue you feel important to the Lodge or 
the membership, and we will address your issue the 
best we can. You may contact the secretary through 
the Lodge telephone at 830-249-8917 or email ken-
dall897@gvtc.com. You can contact me at my cell  
(210) 241-5268 or my email qualchg@gvtc.com. 

Robert “Bob” Easterling 
Worshipful Master 
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lunch.   Gentlemen, be  sure  and  contact  your  stu‐
dents and make sure that they don’t miss this spe‐
cial  me.   We  need  their  help with  the  BBQ  and 
meal prepara on and  service.   An es mated  me 
for  lunch will be 11:30 am.   This will be a  me of 
ge ng together to celebrate with food and fellow‐
ship.   See you on the 15th of February and bring a 
Brother.   He deserves  it; with all  the work  it  took 
for him to start the journey a Master Mason! 

 
David K. Bruton 
Senior Warden 

FROM THE WEST 

We have heard in our message from our District 
Deputy  Grand Master  of  the  importance  of  each 
individual  Mason  who  makes  up  this  fraternity 
which we all know and love.  So recall your journey 
into Masonry.  It began with having a reason or rea‐
sons  to gain a pe on and submit  it  to  the Lodge 
Secretary.    The  Lodge  then  brought  it  before  the 
brethren  and  an  inves ga on  commi ee was  as‐
signed.   Another month went by before you were 
no fied of your introduc on into your first degree.  
Then the real work began in the quarries as the first 
lessons were opened up to you by a faithful broth‐
er we call an instructor.  We certainly can recall our 
presenta on of proficiency  in not only  the  lessons 
of  this first degree but  the next  two  also made  a 
las ng impression upon our hearts and minds. 

Each of us has our sincere reasons for becoming 
a Mason  and maintaining our membership  in  this 
great fraternity.  Some enjoy the esoteric work and 
prac cing the lessons that go along with our degree 
work.   Many  a Mason  loves  to  dig  into  our  rich 
past,  reading  and  wri ng  the  history  of  Masons 
around  the world.   Our Charity prac ced between 
our own as well as to others outside our member‐
ship  is what  inspires many a mason.   Certainly the 
Fellowship  is  shared  and memories of our  fathers 
and forefathers visit us o en.  These are but a few 
reasons we became Master Masons. 

As we move closer to remembering our reasons 
for  becoming  a  Master  Mason  and  knowing  the 
work accomplished in the making of and becoming 
a Master Mason, we can have reason to celebrate 
our own Masonic Heritage and eagerly work to as‐
sist  others  into  our  Brotherhood.    Conferring  a 
Master Mason Degree  is  an occasion  to be  treas‐
ured and an cipated as the beginning of a Masonic 
Journey.   On Saturday, February 15th we will cele‐
brate  such  an  occasion.    Immediate  Past Master, 
Brother Bob Tucker will be making use of our won‐
derful  new  kitchen  facility  at  8:00  am  to  prepare 
and serve a country breakfast.  Our Degree will fol‐
low at 9:00 am.   While our brothers are conferring 
the Master Mason Degree upon our candidate our 
EA’s will  have  fellowship while  preparing  BBQ  for 

FROM THE SOUTH 

Brethren, 

This month’s meal for the February 17th stated 
meeting will consist of the following:  roasted 
chicken, mashed potatoes, corn, bread, and salad. 

Brethren, our spring raffle scholarship fundrais-
er is now in full swing.  We have tickets in the Sec-
retary’s office and you are encouraged to stop by 
anytime and pickup as many as you like.  Remem-
ber that all proceeds go 100% toward the three Ken-
dall County High Schools Scholarships inclusive of 
the two Boerne high schools and the Comfort high 
school.  

We have purchased two great prizes for this raf-
fle.  The first item is a Smith & Wesson Model: 
M&P 9mm “Shield” semi-automatic handgun.  The 
Shield is a slim, lightweight pistol that has an un-
loaded weight of only 19 ounces.  The handgun will 
be presented to the winner in a Custom Mono-
grammed Rosewood Box with the Masonic logo on 
the outside.  Our second item is the new, just re-
leased, Apple iPad mini with the Retina display.  It 
has a 7.9-inch LED- backlit Multi-Touch Retina dis-
play, which until now was only available on the 
larger iPad. 

Ticket prices have been set at a low price of on-

(Con nued on page 4) 
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FROM THE 
  SECRETARY’S  CORNER 

Brethren… our first official visit with Right Wor‐
shipful  James A. Wheeler,  the new District Deputy 
Grand Master  for Masonic District No.  51,  is now 
past.   We  had  a  very  good  me  and  I  hope  you 
were  able  to  be  there  to  hear  the  message  he 
brought  to  us  from  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master  Jerry Mar n.   Most Worshipful Mar n de‐
clared that this was the “Year of You.”   Why?   For 
the simple reason that to non‐Masons we encoun‐
ter, each of us is Masonry.  Wear your insignia with 
pride and tell them what Masonry is about. 

As Secretary,  I also wanted to remind you that 
it  is 2014.   So  look at your dues card and  if  it says 
“Dues paid through 12/31/2013” then you need to 
find the dues no ce the  lodge sent out  in Novem‐
ber and send it in.  I know how things can get away 
from us with  the holidays.    If you can’t find  it, no 
problem,  just mail  a  check  to  the  Lodge,  drop  it 
through the mail slot, or stop by and see me. 

We  have  several  special  events  happening  at 
the  Lodge  this  coming month.  Coming  a rac ons 
include: 

On Saturday, February 8th, the Lodge will host 
our  Lodge  Sweethearts.   We  are  ge ng  together 
for  fellowship at 11:30 am with a  luncheon  to  fol‐
low at 12:00 pm.   We will have entertainment and 
a speaker to complete the a ernoon.  Come join us 
for  a  great  me  of  fraternal  fellowship  and  show 
our Sweethearts how much we appreciate the  me 
and effort they and their husbands gave to Mason‐
ry.  

On Saturday, February 15th at 8:00 AM, Kendall 
Lodge will raise a new candidate to the sublime de‐
gree of a Master Mason.  If you would like to work 
in  the  degree,  contact  David  Bruton.    Otherwise, 
come  and  join us  in welcoming  this new member 
into our Fraternal Brotherhood. 

Also: 

Every third Monday we have a great meal  for 
our Brethren and their families, as well as visi ng 
Brethren, visitors, and guests.  We start serving at 
6:15 pm and don’t stop un l just prior to our stat-
ed mee ng at 7:30 pm.   Our Stewards work hard 
to make each meal great!  Addi onally… Rainbow 
Girls  from  our  Hill  Country  Rainbow  Assembly 
make and serve us our desserts for dona ons.  So 
you, your wife, and children come and  join us.    I 
guarantee you that you will come back! 

We’re looking forward to seeing all of you soon. 

Gary L. Bausell 
Secretary 

ly $5 each or five tickets for$20.  We will hold the 
drawings at our May stated meeting on May 19th at 
7:00 pm.  The winners need not be present to win. 

Ticket sales are going very well, because we 
have a few brethren actively selling.  These brethren 
have been successful in selling to friends and rela-
tives.  At only $5 per ticket, with the great prizes 
that we are offering, these brothers have found that 
it is very easy to sell them.  Our biggest problem 
has always been getting all our members to sell a 
few tickets.  I ask each of you to please come by the 
Lodge to pick up some tickets to sell or call the Sec-
retary or me and we will be happy to mail you 
some.  My cell is (210) 218-2994.  These tickets are 
returnable if you are unable to sell them, so please 
step up and help out.  If each of us will sell a few 
tickets, this fundraiser will be a huge success. 

I look forward to seeing or hearing from all of 
my Brothers in the near future.  

Bill Carder 
Junior Warden 

(Con nued from page 3) 

Kendall Masonic Lodge No. 897 
Deaths 

Brother Dennis E. Nichols 
  (January 9, 2014) 

 

Brother Maurice J. “MJ” W. Lehmann 
(January 11, 2014) 

 

Brother Charles W. Long Jr. 
(January 12, 2013) 

 
Almighty Father!  Into Thy hands we commend 

the souls of our beloved Brothers. 
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History of the Order of the Temple 
Over the past three decades I have researched the Knights Templar and what happened to the Order after being dissolved By 

Philip the Fair, King of France and Clement the V, Pontiff of the Catholic Church.  After the Grand Master and a large percentage 
of the Templars were incarcerated, tortured, and murdered in 1307 A.D.; Dante Alighieri began his great work “The Divine Com-
edy”.  As Virgil guided Dante down to the depths of hell he passed through nine levels (Rings), one of which he had to pass 
around the ring at (Right Angles) these are just two of many examples shrouded in the 14,233 lines composed in the book that are 
encompassed by geometry.  I believe that the Author was either a member of the Order or a great sympathizer to the Templers.  
Even though the Divine Comedy is a political satire focused at the Catholic Church, I believe that through the use of geometry and 
rhetoric, a subliminal message was sent out to all those knights that were of the Order who were not caught and remained hidden 
in the shadows communicating to them that there were many not caught.  Over the centuries they slowly began to form small 
groups using chalk and charcoal to write cryptic markings on walls that no one would notice unless he was a member of this un-
derground society, and could easily be washed away when the communication/meeting was complete; as time went on these secret 
groups slowly formed without having a central command.  During 17th century Francis Bacon was initiated within the Order by his 
brother Anthony, who had been initiated in Paris while attending school in France.  So now the great quest for recruitment & reor-
ganization began.  After being sacked from Parliament, Francis Bacon, I believe faked his own death with the help of Thomas 
Hobbs, and retired to Grey’s Inn (Former London Temple of the Knights Templar) and began to write plays using the pseudonym 
(William Shakespeare) Histories, Tragedies, Comedies, and the Sonnets were written within the walls of Grey’s Inn.  Performanc-
es were played at the Globe Theater (Owned by Anthony Bacon).  In this era less than thirty percent on the people were literate, so 
what better way to teach than by sight and sound)  Of course not all of Shakespeare’s Works were used; however, I believe the 
following were: Hamlet, Midsummer’s Night Dream, The History’s, The Tempest, and most of all, the Sonnets. 

The seed was planted and the Free Thinker’s created: Spirit of the Laws; Montesquieu, Leviathan; Thomas Hobbs, Critique of 
Pure Reason; Immanuel Kant, Political Essays; John Locke, Candide; Voltaire, Utopia; Thomas More, Rights of Man/Common 
Sense; Thomas Paine, Principia Mathematica; Isaac Newton, The Social Contract; Rousseau, Advancement in Learning, Novum 
Organum, and New Atlantis; Sir Francis Bacon.  These are not in order regarding time and but are just to mention a few; all 
played a significant part in the reformation of a new government that the world had never seen. 

Oliver Cromwell was the first experiment, issued the warrant for the death of King Charles I in 1649; unfortunately, all went 
bad, Cromwell was killed by poison, drawn and quartered, with his four parts placed on the four corners of London.  The next 
attempt was the Glorious Revolution of 1688 which removed James II of England, James VII of Scotland, and James II of Ireland.  
This was a bloodless revolution, John Locke traveled across the English Channel to Holland and escorted William of Orange and 
Mary to England where they were made the new monarchs of the unified kingdom (United Kingdom).  However, before taking 
the throne both the new king and queen had to sign a Bill of Rights relinquishing power of the United Kingdom to Parliament; 
which was a success. 

The foothold was established, the next was the Thirteen Colonies, an experiment in government that had never been attempt-
ed by all odds should have failed, but by the aid of Providence it was a success, and a new Nation evolved from the chaos. Most of 
the primary players of the American Revolution were Freemasons, a Fraternity that surfaced in Scotland June 27, 1717.  A Nation 
created by Freemasons to preserve the Order from tyranny.  In 1789 the Constitution was ratified and signed, sealing its sover-
eignty.  The second step was complete and now it was time to execute the third step, the target being France. 

Many variables had to play in order for the scheme to work.  The economy had to be on the verge of collapse, which was ini-
tiated by the Seven Years and American Revolutionary War’s which crippled the French Economy and most importantly there had 
to be a weak monarch.  Louis XVI (Capet) was the candidate.  Secretly there was a “Committee of Thirty” formed the only name 
that I have been able to uncover as a member of this mysterious group was Abbe’ Sieyes, whom Maximillian Robespierre de-
clared the “Mole of the Revolution”, and was the Grand Master of the Masonic Lodge located in Paris; which at the break out of 
the revolution was populated by 250,000 Freemasons.  “Probability and Outcome” was a major factor, by utilizing political propa-
ganda by the Committee of Thirty a vortex or whirlwind of affliction was created.  Unfortunately, what the outcome would evolve 
into was unknown; however, when the momentum of the vortex began to slow, the Committee of Thirty would reinstitute new 
political propaganda and increase the momentum again.  Within two years both monarchs were beheaded and the reign of terror 
began.  Once while the Marquis de Lafayette was in the audience of his trusted friend of the American Revolution, Mr. Washing-
ton, at Mount Vernon; he made inquiry to Mr. Washington of why the French Revolution was taking so long; Mr. Washington’s 
reply: “The French declared their revolution in the name of fraternity not in the name of Providence”. 

In my opinion, the French Revolution was initiated by Mason’s in revenge for the murder of the Grand Master Jacques de 
Molay.  Another indicator that this revolution was Masonic in origin is the red caps the revolutionaries distinguished themselves 
by; the head gear worn underneath the helmets of the Templars before they entered into battle.  Unfortunately, Napoleon was sup-
posed to be the Washington of the French Revolution; however, greed stepped in and he declared himself emperor.  He was finally 
defeated at Waterloo and exiled to the Island of St Helena, located in the South Atlantic, where he was slowly poised by arsenic, 
which was mixed in with his wine at breakfast, lunch, and dinner; he too was a Mason.  The French revolution was finally a suc-
cess nearly one hundred years after the fall of the Bastille.  Nevertheless, Freemasonry lives on through the divine guidance of 
Providence; molding and shaping men into better men by its philosophical teachings. 

Fraternally, 
Todd J. Caron 
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Two tickets will be drawn! 
One for each of the following! 

 

Prize Package 1 

Smith & Wesson 
M&P Shield 
9mm Pistol 

- In A - 

Custom 
Monogrammed 
Rosewood Box 

 
 

Prize Package 2 
Apple 

iPad mini 
now with the new 

Retina Display 

Drawings to be held 7:00 pm, May 19, 2014, at 897 E Blanco Rd, Boerne, TX 78006 
(Proceeds Help Fund Three Kendall County High School Seniors’ Scholarships) 
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