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FROM THE EAST
Greetings Brethren,
I hope everyone had a great Christmas and New
Year holiday with family and friends. I want to wish
everyone a Happy Healthy & Prosperous New Year
2014.
December was another very busy and productive
month for the lodge. On December 2nd we conducted Fellow Craft Education Night with WM Drew
Elson from Medina lodge as the guest speaker. WM
Elson performed a walking narrative titled
“Winding Stairs” that kept the audience spell bound
with his presentation.
December 5th thru 7th was dedicated to Grand
Lodge in Waco, and Brother Senior Warden will
expand on it in his article.
I would like to acknowledge and congratulate
the several Brethren who received service awards at
our December 9th open meeting. Brothers Don Edmondson and Maurice Rose received their 50 year
service awards and pins. WOW!! What a great accomplishment!! Very few men attain that prestigious mile marker in their Masonic endeavors.
Brothers Robert L. Carpenter II, Richard Fulk, and
Edward Mueller received their 25 year service
awards and pins. Not all Masons achieve this great
accomplishment and 25 years marks a significant
event in their Masonic lives. The Secretary’s Corner lists these as well as additional Brothers who
were due awards but not able to attend. Congratulations to all!
Each Brother had his wife attach their new pin
to their attire. I must also acknowledge the sacrifices of these fine ladies in their efforts to support their
husbands in their Masonic activities. Masonic wives
endure many absences from their husbands as they
attend Masonic functions and activities, reschedule
or miss events to allow their husbands to attend Masonic events, attend Masonic events with their husbands when able, and remind him occasionally of

his Masonic duties. I extend a special thank you to
these ladies for the many years of their support, and
an additional thank you to all the other members’
wives for their support in their husbands’ Masonic
endeavors.
Our December 16th dinner and stated meeting
was a huge success!! Our stewards prepared and
served a wonderful meal consisting of sliced enchilada casserole, tamales, chili, and Spanish rice. We
conducted the drawing for the four prizes in our raffle, and I congratulate the following winners:
Brother Greg Tom—the Tapitio Springs resort week
-end and $350 Dicks Sporting Goods gift certificate;
Brother Clarence Smith—the Fredericksburg Bed &
Breakfast week-end and hair cut gift certificate; Ms
Leann Lynn—Sony Play Station 4; and Mr. Ken
West Sr.—the antique buffet/desk and Brazilian
rose wood desk set. This raffle was a huge success
and earned the lodge a profit of a little over $2,500
for our scholarships. We will start another raffle this
month in an effort to meet our goal/budget for our
scholarships, and Brother Junior Warden will expand on it in his article.
Although I hoped to be able to establish a standing rule this year for a portion of our annual budget
to be set aside as a savings plan for future major
building repairs, our budget will not sustain any additional debits without deleting current items we
budget for annually. I want to thank the Budget and
Finance and the Funds Preservation committees for
the hard work and time they spent researching every
avenue possible to set aside funds from our annual
budgets. After a lengthy discussion with the Budget
& Finance Committee chair, we have concluded the
lodge’s only option at this time is to establish a plan
for voluntary contributions specified for major
building repairs with a separate account established
for the purpose. I have asked the committee chair to
prepare a written document to establish the plan for
presentation to the lodge for review, discussion, and
a vote to place it into our standing rules. It is my
sincerest hope we can have the plan in place prior to
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the completion of my year as Master. We have actually already received our first donation of $330 for
the fund from one of our benevolent Brothers.
When the plan is ready for presentation and review,
I will publish it in the Trestleboard for all to read
prior to asking for a vote of the lodge. However, if
you would like to donate any amount to the account,
you may do so at this time by submitting your donation to the secretary and designating that it be used
for future building repairs.
We conducted our annual lodge Christmas party
and charity basket packing event on December 20th,
and it was a great success. All who attended were
filled with the true Christmas spirit, and everyone
worked hand in hand to prepare the Christmas baskets for distribution to the needy on December 21st.
I want to acknowledge our Scholarship Committee Chair, Brother Billy Lemmons, and his wife Angie for all the hard work and effort they put into researching and developing an excellent new Scholarship program for the lodge. I presented the new
program to the lodge during our stated meeting for
review prior to our next stated meeting. I am hoping to conduct a vote to establish the program as the
lodge’s official Scholarship Program. Please review
the proposal that follows this column. Once the
members vote to adopt the program, we will publish
and maintain copies of the document at the lodge
and on the website for anyone wanting the information.
We will conduct our annual Master Mason Education night on January 6th and Past Grand Master
Gene Carnes will be our guest speaker. I can assure
you that he will provide an outstanding presentation.
I urge all who can to attend this meeting.
I am not sure if we will have a guest speaker
during our January stated meeting dinner, but I will
try to get someone from one of our community civic
organizations to speak to us.
I will provide a short presentation titled
“Making a Good Man Better” for Masonic education for our January meeting. Please feel free to
give me a call if you would like to provide Masonic
Education for any of our stated meetings.
One of my priorities is to keep the membership
informed about lodge activities by the publication of
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our monthly Trestleboard. We have received many
positive comments about the implementation of the
monthly Trestleboard, and I urge you to let us know
how we are doing with it. If you would like to provide an article for inclusion in one of our issues,
please contact the secretary or me.
If you have an email address, I ask you to contact our secretary and provide it for his database.
Your email address will not be shared and it will be
protected.
We have started serving the stated meeting dinners at 6:15 pm instead of 6:30 pm to allow the
scheduling of guest speakers on issues pertinent to
the lodge and community.
Please feel free to contact me or the secretary
about any issue you feel important to the lodge or
membership, and we will address it the best we can.
You can contact the secretary through the lodge telephone at (830) 249-8917 or by email at kendall897@gvtc.com. You can contact me at my cell
(210) 241-5268 or my email at qualchg@gvtc.com.
Robert “Bob” Easterling
Worshipful Master
Scholarship Recipient Selection Process
Kendall Lodge 897 – Boerne, TX
In order to select the best candidates for the Scholarships and to streamline the process, Kendall Lodge has
adopted the following procedure:
1) The Counselors of each high school will select three
(3) eligible candidates from among those students
who complete the Local Scholarship Application. The
selection will be based on the following criteria:
 Students with good grades, but not necessarily top
students
 Students with good school attendance
 Students with community or extracurricular involvement
 Preference for those with financial need
 Extra consideration will be given to students who
have overcome a physical or family challenge
2) The Counselors will give each of the three candidates
a Kendall Masonic Lodge Scholarship application
sheet to fill out. This sheet will primarily contain instructions plus a space for a short essay on one of
three topics - Honesty, Integrity, or Morality.
The Lodge will provide the essay sheet to the Counselors at each high school (see sample sheet below).
The essay sheets will contain a deadline in order to
provide the Lodge’s Scholarship Committee sufficient
(ConƟnued on page 3)
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FROM THE WEST

time to review them.
3) Based on the Scholarship Committee’s review of the
essays, the Lodge will rank the candidates and award
to each high school’s three candidates:
 First place – will receive the Scholarship
 Second place - will receive a Lodge Certificate of
Achievement
 Third place - will receive a Lodge Certificate of
Achievement
4) The Lodge Scholarships will be awarded to the first
place candidates at the Local Scholarship Program
for each high school.

Kendall County Masonic Lodge #897
Scholarship Application
Due Date:______________

Name: ___________________________________
Home
Address: __________________________________
Email: ____________________________________

Instructions:
Please attach a short essay on one of the following three
topics:
INTEGRITY

Our Grand Communica on was a great me of
fellowship and work as we took ac on on many
resolu ons as well as renewing our Masonic friend‐
ships with those long me brothers from other
lodges and other parts of Texas. We have results of
all ac ons at the lodge for your research and con‐
templa on which I will not list in their en rety in
this newsle er. There are several resolu ons that
did pass by the majority of those voters a ending
which should be brought to your a en on:
Resolution No. 9 – Adopted. Amend Art. 318a.2 (d) to
permit an endowed member to add to his endowment in
units of $100.

Student

HONESTY

Another Christmas has come and gone as we
contemplate our plans for the second half of our
Kendall Lodge Masonic year. We have seen some
successes in our degree work, fellowship, and fund‐
raisers so far this year and look forward to finishing
strong. We have much to be thankful for each day.

MORALITY

You may write about one of these attributes from any
point of view you desire: what it means to you, a personal example from your life, why the attribute is important,
etc. Please limit your essay to approximately 300 words
(about one page, double-spaced).
Return this form with attached essay to the Counselor’s
office by ________________.

For those that wish to support our future finan‐
cial needs of our Lodge this is a reasonable method
of increasing your endowment so the Lodge will
receive addi onal gain as me goes on. With this
increased endowment each individual can secure
future monies to each lodge in which you have an
endowed membership.
Resolution No. 15 –Adopted as amended. Amends Article
505 (20), to possess, or use a cipher/code book on a
Lodge premises or to use a cipher/code book or access a
cipher/code book in any form, including electronic access,
in the presence of a candidate when instructing the candidate in the esoteric work of a Masonic Degree.

This resolu on extends our exis ng restric ons
on cipher books to electronic media.
Resolution No. 16 – Adopted. Permits Lodges to use the
Master’s Carpet and or lead the candidate to the various
murals by the Master delivering the lecture as an option in
a Master’s Degree. If this option is used, the Worshipful
Master giving the lecture can leave the East to instruct the
candidate. Otherwise, all degree lectures must be given
from the East.

If any of you have ever been to Brahan Lodge in
LaVernia I hear that the lodge has some beau ful
wall murals depic ng the Master’s carpet. I have
yet to witness this unique wall dressing but plan to
(ConƟnued on page 4)
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see it upon the conferring of a Masters Degree.
These are but several changes to our fraternity
that will result in changes in the way we operate.
Again, the other changes and adopted resolu ons
are available at our Kendall Lodge if you would like
a more comprehensive view of the total changes.
A ending the Grand Lodge Communica on is
always a very enjoyable experience as we renew
our Masonic friendships and fraternal rela ons.
David K. Bruton
Senior Warden

FROM THE SOUTH
Brethren,
This month’s meal for the January 20th stated meeting will consist of the following: spaghetti and
meatballs, with salad and garlic bread, ice tea and
coffee.
SPRING RAFFLE PREVIEW
Brethren, this is a sneak peek of our spring raffle
which funds our Kendall County High School
Scholarships. One senior at each of the Boerne
High Schools as well as one senior in Comfort will
be chosen to receive one of our scholarships.
We can start selling tickets in January and are
happy to announce the prizes to be raffled. The first
item will be a Smith & Wesson Model: M&P 9mm
Shield, semi-automatic handgun. The Shield is a
slim, concealable, lightweight, pistol that features a
3.1-inch barrel, which contributes to an overall
length of 6.1 inches, and an unloaded weight of only
19 ounces. The handgun will be presented to the
winner in a Custom Monogrammed Rosewood Box
with the Masonic logo on the outside.
The other item to be raffled is the all new, just released, Apple iPad mini with the Retina display. It
has a 7.9-inch LED-backlit Multi-Touch Retina display which until now was only available on the larger iPad. It has a built-in HD camera as well as WiFi.
Ticket prices have been set at a low price of only
$5 each or five for $20.
My Brothers, in order to make this a great success
it is very important that ALL OF US participate in
selling these tickets. Please come by or call us and
take some of these tickets for yourself and your
friends. At only $5 per ticket, all of us should be
able to sell a few (or a lot) because we have two
great prizes. If you are unable to pick yours up at
the lodge, please contact our secretary or call me at
(210) 218-2994 and we will be happy to mail them
to you as soon as possible.
So, let us all work together and make this a huge
success.

Brother Phillip Archilla & Wife Brenda
Snack After Packing Christmas Food Baskets
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FROM THE
SECRETARY’S CORNER
Brethren… this month I wanted to wish all of you
a Fraternal Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year! If you missed the December 20th Christmas
party for Kendall Lodge and other appendant bod‐
ies that meet in our lodge building, you missed a
good one. We prepared 14 Christmas baskets (2
large boxes each) for needy families in the Boerne
and the surrounding community, including gi cer‐
ficates to Farmer’s Market for meats. We deliv‐
ered them the next morning to wai ng families.
The snacks were good and the fellowship was
great!
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month.” However, with Boerne Chapter No. 200,
O.E.S., Brownwood Commandery No. 22, Texas Hill
Country DeMolay Chapter, and Hill Country Rain‐
bow Assembly No. 381 there are always things go‐
ing on. That doesn’t even include the Masters,
Warden, and Secretaries Associa on of the 51st
Masonic District, the Boerne Shrine Club of Alzafar
Shrine Center, as well as the other Lodges, Chap‐
ters, etc. in our District. Come on the Kendall
Lodge and join us in our Masonic endeavors. We’re
looking forward to seeing all of you soon.
Gary L. Bausell
Secretary

I also wanted to congratulate several of our
Brethren who reached significant plateaus in Ma‐
sonic Service: They are as follows:
 50 Years – Maurice Rose and Don Edmondson
 40 Years – Donald Sharp, Charles Dreyer, and

Steven Marsh
 25 Years – Harold Sill Jr., Bob Carpenter II, Rich‐
ard Fulk, and William Webb
We also presented a 25 year pin and cer ficate to
Brother Ed Mueller, a past member of Kendall
Lodge No. 897 and a member of his parent lodge,
Atascosa Lodge No. 379 in Lytle, TX.

OES Ladies Mary Raymond & Janet Klingbeil
Join Brother Clarence Smith For Christmas Party
Refreshments

I also wanted to make you aware of several
events over the next 4 or 5 weeks being held at
Kendall Lodge. We have the following coming up:
On Monday, January 6th Kendall Lodge will hold
its Master Mason’s Educa on Night at 7:00 pm. As
part of the evening’s ac vi es, Past Grand Master
R:.W:. T. E. “Gene” Carnes will bring our program.
Come of join us for an enlightening evening.
On Monday, January 13th at 7:00 PM, Kendall
Lodge will ini ate a new candidate into the Entered
Appren ce Degree. Come and join us in welcoming
this candidate into our Fraternal Brotherhood.
On Monday, January 20th we will hold our Janu‐
ary stated mee ng with a dinner at 6:15 PM and
our stated mee ng star ng at 7:30 PM. Remember
to bring your wife and family for dinner! This will
be the oﬃcial visit for our new District Deputy
Grand Master, R:.W:. James A. Wheeler, a Past
Master of Sugar Land Lodge No. 1141 in Sugar
Land, TX and currently a member of Kerrville Lodge
No. 697.
I normally say, “So there you have it for this

(Front) Brothers Mike Ethridge & Matt Archilla
Work With THC DeMolays Packing Baskets

Brothers Gary Bausell & Paul Lemon
Hard At Work Packing Baskets
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Address Service Requested

PLEASE NOTE
If you are receiving this Trestleboard by US Mail
and have an eMail address, please use it to
send a note to the Lodge Secretary at:
kendall897@gvtc.com.
eMail is a much more cost eﬀec ve and eﬃ‐
cient method of communica on.

